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PURPOSE In the fdljowiog Ihccts to take a kind 
of hiftorical view of the Slave Trade ; and as I trace 
it from its origin^ and nlark its progrefs^ J ihall 
hope to draw the public attention^ to the very im* 
portant but moft melancholy changes which it Jias , 
cffefted through the whole Coafl: of Africa-— the 
miferable depreffion in which it has, for near 300 
years, kept that whole people — ^and fomcwhat ob* 
fcrve upon the wickednels, depravity, and mifchief 
it has fpread over that quarter of the world; infi- 
nitely furpafling, what it was poffiblc for ouf 
minds to have conceived, or have believed, were 
not the fafbs and proofs, unfortunately, too cleaf 
and inconteftable, for us to withhold giving them 
our full credit. 

1& '^V^ 
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' t flC IVIUUI 9J nUCUlUlIlg LU UCU /ITnCanusj^ IfClC 

tlic /r/? people who mixed amongft the Negroes* ' 
They were then in the date of animality, meeting 
by night in Imall Companies of ten or a dozen, in 
4 bower, covoifid with Jboug)i$ of trees^ each 0aiv 
aha woift^ c6flfdrtin^ SUlovc d^refted :' they Kved 
in common, no tyrants, nor fuperior Lords. 
Led adds, they nevfjC' -made war, nor travelled 
into other countries, but thus contentedly lived all 
their days^in Aeir native countryi and never fet 
their feet out of it, Jofeph, of the family of 
Luhtana, founder, and kifig of the city of Mo- 
rocco> conquered all thefe Negfo-nations, in the 
year of the Hegiera, 380, about the middle of the 
eleventh century, and taught them the Mahome- 
tan religion j and then great numbers of the mer* 
tiiahts of Barbary trtvtUed into their country, tx> 
leli thendt go(^S| and learnt their language. Thus 
Urn ftnfl the Moors from Barbary, were die firft vi- 
^(tnrs into ahy of the Negro-countries. And Leo 
wprefily ftys, ^ Aft t*«fe fifteen kingdonns of Ne- 
Agrees {fe^merating them) which are known to 
^ tis, €3fiend akmgtte Niger; and all the lands of 
" Ncgrocff are fitHated between two vaft dcfertsj 
'^^6sr on fte one fide is die main defet between 
^' NutJiidia aad k, which is extended uaio this very 
^' country I and to the fomh fide of it is another 
** defert. Which reaeheth to. the wcmn ocean on tte 
^ #eft f beyond wfakh defeit/ many nations inha« 
» • . * 

* Book 7&, of diclaiuia«f theNtgtotc 



^ blc^ with whom we are not acquainted^ for nontf 
«* ef our people have travdled Ihidier, by reafoii 
^ of the length of the journey, and the vaft dif* 
*' tance, and alfo the divcrfity of language and re- 
^' ligion. They have no dealings with us**' This 
full and pofitive declaration of Leo Africanuf 
muft bring home to the conviftion of every man* 
that the whole of the Slave Trade, now carried on 
by the Europeans, has been alone the work, ha$ 
been entirely brought about by the n\aritime na-* 
tions of Europe; for it is here in the moft direSs 
ternris poffible, aflcrted, and by the mpft in^eUi^^ , 
gent hiflorian of Africa, who lived about the time 
the Portuguefe firft purfucd their difcoveries along 
its fhores, that that large and entire diftrift, 
almoft from Cape Verde to Cape Negro, a ftretch 
of coaft of about 4000 miles, and which compre- 
hends everyplace and country from whence Ey- 

. ropeans draw Haves out of Africa, was fo Uttle 
known to the reft -of die world at that time, that 
(Leo Africanus declares) '^ they had no dealings 
** with them-^they had no knowledge of them/* 
This fetms to be ftrongly corroborated by a paf- 

' f^ge in a voyage of Cada Mofto's,* in 1456, who 
fays, '* We coafted as far as Rio Grande, wherp 
♦'two large almadis^s rowed towards us, but our 
f * interpreters were of no ufc, they could not even 

. ^* underftand a word of their language, and we 
1* \yerc obliged, to our great nfiortification, to fi^l 



^ Ca4* Mofib, p. ^^ 
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^' back, without any intelHgenciC, ijot even knowing 
^' what place wc had been to. V— And Piedro de Cintra 
went upon the fame coaft fome few years after,* to 
make difcoveries, but the Negroes they had carried 
Vrith them could not be underftood by thefe 
people. Piedro puftied his difcovcries to Cape 
Mefarado. The Negroes came to them, but rfie 
Negro-interpreters who fpake to them, could not 
make them underftand a word of their language. 
It is therefore evidently not true, what has been 
fo confidently afferted by the ad.vocat;es for this 
trade, that in this i;raffic on the Coaft of Guinea 
the Europeans only followed the example of other 
nation^, who had carried on this trade with the 
Negroes > that they had merely given into a trade 
which exifted previous to their difcovery of thtm j 
for there is no trace, whatever, of any fuch com- 
merce fo purfued, or of any foreign nation, or 
white people, ever coming into their country, or 
ijppn their coaft^ till the Portuguefe firft attacked 
them by piratical incurfions, and afterwards fettled 
"amongft them, \n the courfe of the fifteenth cen- 
..tury. Nor was it, till the nations of the old 
^world had eftablilhed colonies in the new, that 
flaves became an article of foreign traffic, in this 
whole diftrift of African coaft. Therefore, the ama- 
zing numbers which the Europeans are faid to have 
purchafed, but which they have unqueftionably 
carried out of this unhappy country, have beeij . 

clearly 
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clearly f5rom a trade created, not dherUd. 'Hicra 
is further decifive proof of this, from an authority 
not to be controverted j the authority of the Ne^ 
groes themfelves, as recited by a writer, a gentle^ 
man who was employed by the Royal Africa^i 
Company, in 1726,* who exprefsly fays, *' That 
*^ the difcerning natives account it their greateft 
^^ unhappinefs, that they were ever vifited by the 
^' Europeans. They fay, that we Chrijlians in^ 
f ' troduced the traffic of Haves, and that before our 
*^ coming;, they lived in peace j but, fay they, it is 
*^ obfervable, that wherever Chrijiianity comes, 
*' there come with it a fword, a gun, powder and 
** ball.'* This point, I think, being moft clearly 
cftabliftied, I (hall now proceed to (hew the Euro- 
pean origin of this trade. 

It was out of the extraordinary coincidence of 
events, which took place in the fifteenth century, 
that this abominable European traffic in human 
flelh firft arofe; and it was the genius of Henry, 
fpn of John of Portugal, which gave birth to thefe 
events. The immediate and profeffed objefts of 
Prince Henry were thofe truly meritorious and 
highly commendable ones, *^ The propagation of 
*^ Chriftianity, and the civilization of mankind," 
which were juftly charafterifed in the motto he 
affijmed, and Le Talent de bienfaire. But which his 
followers have fhewn very oppofite, but very 
powerful talents, indeed, in molt fhamefuUy and 

* Smitl^'s Voyage, p. %i6y 
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Wickedly abufing and perverting. To thia good 
man the world ftands indebted for performing the 
great deCgn of extending thofe limits which igno- 
rance had then given to it: likewife, for laying 
^e broad foundation of that great and extenfive 
intercourfc an4 commerce now fubfifting among 
the fcveral nations of it : for he was the firft who 
difcovercd the ufc pf latitude and longitude in na- 
vigation, and pointed out how to afcertain them, 
by aftKonomical obfervation j and by him alfo, the 
ufc of the diPeSiive property of the magnet was faid 
to have been difcovered, though the property itfelf 
was certainly fo, above a century before, by a na- 
tive of the kingdom of Naples. The attraftive 
property was well known in former ages. It was 
under the immediate patronage and direftion of 
this Prince, that the Portugucfe, from the begin- 
ning of the fifteenth century, made fucceflive dif- 
coveries along the Coaft of Africa ; and to this 
great and enlightened man, it may be juftly faid, 
Europe owes both G^ma and Columbus ; the 
former ipf whom found, by fea, round Africa, a 
paflage to the Eaft Indies ; and the latter, though 
the difcoverer of America, certainly proceeded 
upon Prince Henry's idea ; for the direft objedl; 
of his voyage was by a weftward route to find the 
eaftern world. It was about fourfcore years fix)m 
the Portugucfe beginning their difcoveries^ to De 
Gama's doubling the Gape of Good Hope, which 
he did in 1497 • though it had been difcovered 
eleven years before by Bartholomew Dias, who, 

' from 
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itotti the tumbling and tx3{I]ng he got offof it, oiimea 
It Cabo Tornaentofo, or the Cape of Storms and. 
Tempefts ; but John IL of Portugal, in a burft of 
joy, when the account was brought him, called it the 
Cape of Good Hope, from the profpcfl: it opened 
to him of af paflage by fea to the Eaft Indies* 

Suchwas the ftate of navigation about the middle 
of the fifteenth century, that when Cape Bojador 
was doubled,' which is many leagues north of 
Cape Blanco only about oppofite to the Canaries^ 
it w^s extolled and celebrated as an exploit equal 
to any of the labours of Hercules i for till this 
fpirit of difdDvery was awdcened by Prince Henry^ 
Cape Non was the ne plus ultra of European na- 



vigation* 



The year after this'Herculean labour of Galia-^ 
net, in the year 14J5, two horfemen were put ont 
ihofe, i 10 niiles beyond Cape Bojador, to nfiake 
difcoveries: they met 19 Africans armed with 
javelins, ^ho dying, they purfued, and wounded 
fbmc of them, which was the firft Jirft blood fhcd 
In thofe jfjafts by Europeans* 

f trtfli ]particularly to ma;rk the year, in which 
Wasiopetted this fmall ftneam which has fincc rolled 
itifuch torrents, ks like a general flood, hive not 
6nly delujged the deplorable country of Africa^ 
but have, in a manner, overwhelmed all the Euro- 
ropean fettlcnrients in the nfew world, with oceans 
of hiMtldn blood. 

All th6 expeditions of the Pcnuguefe to the 
«oafh iof Africa were a feriest of depredatiofis; 
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iirig of towns, pillaging the natives, and 
carrying off the inhabitants from various parts^ 
and in confiderable numbersi upon every incur- 
curfibn. It was one general continued fyftem of 
]^pine, murder, and kidna.ppin^. What varia- 
tion of fyftem there riiay be in the European vir 
fitings of that country now, it will not be tery 
difficult to determiiie, as the public are in polTeffioit' 
of the l^veral Reports bf the Comiliittdes df th^ 
Houfe of Commons. 

The firft fort built by the Portuguefe was in 
I461, on the Ifle of Argnin. In 1469 Alphonfo, 
then King of Portugal, farmed the Guinea trade 
to Ferdinahdo Gomez, a Lifbon merchant, for 
500 ducats, about 138I. -fterling, and was obli- 
ged to extend the difcQveries 500 leagues far- 
ther. Ten years alter, the Gold Coafi was dif- 
covered ; the officer who difcovered it had the 
furname of Mna given to him, and he was en- 
nobled. The Portuguefe were half a century 
advancing from Cape Non to the Equator.— 
Hitherto, no nation throughout Europe had dif- 
covered the leaft inclination to follow the exam- 
ple of Portugal in this fpirit of difcovery* By 
a record in the Tower, the Englifti appear to 
have been the firft to have (hewn any difpofition 
towards it ; it was in the year 148 1, when John II. 
of Portugal, fent an Ambaflador to Edward IV* 
to flay one John Tintam, and one William Fa- 
bian, Englilhmen, who were making, by com- 
mand- 
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tndndtnent of the Duke of Medina SidohU^ ft 
certain Fleet to go to Guinea; and to (hew 
Edward the title by which the faid John held the 
feignory of Guinea ; to the intent, that after the 
King of England had feen the fame, he fhould 
give charge through all his kingdom, that no 
man flu)uki arm or fet forth (hips to Guinfiia.— 
With Which ambalTage, the record ftates, the 
King of England feemed to be very well pleafed ; 
and be condefccnded unto all that the Ambaffa- 
dors required of him* 

Ih 1484 the King of Portugal took the title of 
Lord of Guinea. , 

The Portuguefe noif having yet difcovered z 
paflage by fea to the Eaft Indies, prompted Co- 
lumbus, who was then refident in Portugal, to 
jofkr his fervices for the attempt. The hiftory of 
the extreme difcouragement he received in thi$ 
purfuit, and the aftoniOiing perfeverance by which 
he overcame all difficulties, it is perfeftly unne- 
ceflary to the obje6t of thefe (heets to dwell upon. 
Upon the 3d of Auguft 1492, under the patrp- 
nageof Ifabella (who offered to pledge her jewels 
to fend him upon the expedition) he fet forward 
with three fmall (hips* • 

• When we review the feveral parts g£ this great 
event, the manner in which it was firft clouded 
with every poffible difcouraging circumftance ; 
thwarted and oppofed by every obfbuftiQn and 
difficulty, which wearying delay, repeated mor- 
tification^ perfonal infult, and difpiriting rejedlion 

C ^^xiA. 



tould ijrf way mife } as if there were oxnre ibciil 
comtnon purpofe and defign to baf^e the undet^ 
taking : and when all thefe i^ere gallantly and 
honourably fought through (and h took no lefir 
than eight long years to overcome them) and 
Columbus was now to begin his iroyage^ the 
Ihips i^cre bad, crazy, and ill equipped, the 
failord unfkilful and timid, and Very fbon de- 
iponding; and when the needle Varied to the: 
Wtft (whith, for the firft rimt, it was then ob- 
ferved to do) finding themfclves thus without? 
chart or guide^ in an unkndwn, boundlefs fea^ 
rind their profpeft of fuccefs feemingly at as greitt 
a diftancc as ever, they were thrdwn into abfolute 
defpair ; eV«i thofc who had betn moft attached 
to Columbus loft their confidende: in (hort> 
€very thing feemed to forfake him, but the ftrength 
^f his own mind* The fatbrs were juft re*iy to 
fettrft into 6j>ett mutiny, and frequently it was 
fM?(^fed atnc^g them, to ^Q^y him into the 
(^a. Sensible of his periiods fitihlticki, Columbus 
implored thent co perfift but for three days loftger, 
»nd iif land was not then difcovered, he would 
j^ve up the enrerprize^ So very bear was 
ihis great event in being ^erly defeated to the 
very lift moment. I fay, wken the mmd looks 
back upon, weighs and confiders all thefe ex- 
traordinary dtcunaftaaces, it is riot poffible-but 
to have pitfent to it, the idea of the Great Ar-^ 
Uter of aU human afiTaks balancing this great 
event i now jiel^lbg, now hanging back, 
\ '' ' ' I making 



ttiakihga paufe^ an awful and jportehtous paul^^j^ 
fotdbodinig all to come— ^-^ 

^« As if th* Eternal to prevent fuch horrid ^ay 
•« Hung forth in Heaven his golden fcales, 
** Wherein all things created, firft he weighed, 
. ♦* Pondering th* event— battles and realms 
^ And gU the awaitipg n^feries on m^ui,'^ 

On the 1 2th of Oftob?r 1492, Columbus 
puftied through the old boundary, and difcovered 
tiie new world ; and thys completed the remarka- 
ble prophecy of Seneca in the chorus of Medea { 

, Venientaon^s 
Sspcula feris, quibus oceanus 
Vincula rerum lancet, et in^ensf 
Kteat tellus, Typhifque novasi 
p^egat orber, nee fit tenia 
Ultima Thijle, 

; This cvemt wfis^ indeed atended with confer 
quences the mod feriou? and impc>rtaHt to tfa^ 
whole hun^an race} and from it have'i^Uowed 
fudi a ftrange compoiifid and vari^iy 6f. good 
aind il) to bpth wor^s^ that whatever may hfive 
^een the advanis^^si derived to. msitikind £rom 
%)iw fubCbqueitt intercovrfe, by the wid6 4iftu- 
tBan of general knowledge; and the ^^tenSon of 
the arts of civil life^^ ft^^ from the mhuriaaa 
and barbarous mann«F in which it let kk)fc thof6 
wild and deftroyi)ig^pa(|ii)f^s in m^h^ avfikrice and 
ambition, and which, Hke a peflSence, raged 
i^pith -iJ*ic0ntr^^ aftid moft fafeige iflipetvHWRtjr. 



ever the whole face of the new world ; deftroy-? 
all its beauteous cities; overthrowing its vaft 
empires ; maflacring, by the moft cruel and un- 
heard-of tortures, all its admirable Princes; 
making an abfolute carnage of the people ; mur- 
dering above 40,000,000 of men : and, from 
from the utter bar it has hitherto proved to the 
civilization of another quarter of the world, to 
the whole continent of Africa ; eradicating there 
cyery principle of virtue, every femblanc^. of 
morality and juftice ; enflaving its people, and 
facrificing them annually, by thoufands and 
thoufands, at the fhrine of European luxury and 
avarice. In this fingle view of it, well may its 
. advantages have become, queftionable ; well may 
the good and virtuous burft into honeft excla^ 
mation, — Happy had.it been for both worlds, 
had they never been introduced to each other ! 
. The ^ortuguefe had, at this- period, .dftabUflaed 
thQmfdyeSj almofl every where on the African 
cpaft ;. ^nd they uodertoiok^ about the year 151 7, 
to. fuppiy .Spain ftom that country with mcn>^ to 
re-people and cultivate thd . lands of the new 
world, whflfe inhabitants the. Spaniards had nearly 
cxtirp^edy bad almoft entirely cut oflP and de- 
flroyed ::*-^ ^much fo> th^t notwithftajnding the 
jmmoderatgj drain there ha^ been from the old 
worjid,' the^vaft ftipply ^Ipotjl^.frpm Africa and Eu-r 
rope, Aa^icft.isnot fi^ppglpd a;t this day to con- 
tain one.rfifflc^ part of the people who had 
formed fuch? lar^e eq[ipires,.a|id which were found 
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in tte higheft fplendof, in the mofl: floiarilhlng 
happy ftate, when that favage banditti of Chiifn 
tians broke loofe among them. 

Thefe were the great events which firftled, 
firft gave rife to that abominable and heinous 
European traffic in human flelh, commonly 
called the Slave Trade. 

The feveral maritime nations of Europe, as 
poffeffions were acquired in the new world, led . 
by the example of the Portuguefe, vifited the 
coaft of Africa, and feized, without fcrupl^ of 
remorfe, the natives wherever they could meec 
them, and furreptitioufly carried them ofF^ a^ 
ilaves to the new eftablifhed colonies ; and truly 
to be lamented it is, that we are not able to 
except in this general defcription our own nation. 
Having remarked this, fc is but a juftice due to 
the governing powers of the country at the 
time, to mention an anecdote of Queen Eliza- 
beth.— Her Majefty 'having heard that Captain 
'Hawkins had made a pi'ratiealkidnapping voyage 
to Africa, fent for him, and exprefled her deep 
concern, left any of the African Negroes ihould 
be carried of without their free confent, which 
fhe declared would be deteftable, and could not 
Jail to call down the vengeance of Heaven. 
• Though we traded to Guinea fo early as the 
middle^of the i6th centuiy (for the firft voyage 
tcrit was in the year 1553) Y^^ ^^ ^^^ wholly 
ypon a mercantile principle, for the commodities 
fnd produce of the cQuntry. Tl^e Slav^ Tt^ds:. 



Ins- ik3t Becti recogniied by the LegiiUhireV a< 
yet, a century, It got e(labli(hed in Eurbpe after 
diis manner : 

Cliarles the Fifth granted a patent to one of his 
Fleniifh favourites, for an cxchifive right of im- 
porting, into America, 4000 Negroes* The 
Fiemi(h gentleman fold hia patent to fbmeGenoefe 
merchants, and thofe Genoefe merchants were thq 
(irft who brought the Slave Trade into its prefent 
regular form — how it has firice been condufted ; 
the principles which have invariably governed in 
It; the accumulated mifi^es it haa entailed upon 
the unhappy people, who have been, and ftiU 
^e, the unfortunate objects of it ;*— the incredi- 
ble havock it has mtade of the hiiman fpecies, 
fmd the fruitful nurfery it has proved of every 
vice, fraud, wickedm^fs, cruelty, and crime, 
ihe ^^Uowing pages will but too clearly demon* 
ftrate. 

Thofe who have followed this traffic, fince it 
has been unhappily adopted as a branch of the^ 
jnational commerce^ have attempted to juflify 
themfiblves in the purfuit of it, by various declar 
rations and afleixions.; and as all of then), fprtur 
X^tely^ are of a nature to be brought to direft 
proof, and can be cixamined and tried by the moi^ 
indubitable tdlimpnies, we will proceed to do it, 
. . I^he firfl: aflertion which they have the confi- 
dence to make, refpe^ng the origin of thisTrade^ 
yi& th^t it has exifted oxx ijfxc coi^ll o[ Gyi^iea for 

tin» 



j^me Immemorial^ has beetx alitady moft H^ 
confuted in the prec:ediag pages. 

We will^ therefore^ now eJramine that bold 
declaratioa of thck'nr-^bai their trade is founded tM 
ifumanity^'^^ir^ingy that, originally^ the greaceft 
part> and even now a confiderablc pt^oportion of 
she Slaves they take off, would have been facti* 
ficed either to fuperftkious ceremonies, or to die 
implacable revenge of their conquerors, bi^t fit 
iheir kind^ benevolent interpofition of carrying them 
into Wefi Indian, Jkvery ; and thai the Slave Trade, 
0n the part ofthi Europeans^ took its rife-^^rigindteS, 
in this httmdne principle. 

* That there may have been, in the early timcsr 
of thefe people, and before Europe had any con- 
hedtton with them, as well as at the prefent day^ 
frequent wars amoing tiiofe nations, or tribes, bor- 
dering upon one Another, thofe who are at aH 
acquainted widi the hiftory of mankind, in any 
ftateor ftage of fociety, will not, Iftiould ima- 
feme, be cmich inclined to dilbdieve, much le{*s 
to cdntrovert: and diat human Sacrifices have 
prevailed, «itid do ilill prevail, among fome o£* 
fSkemxA barbarous naddns of Africa, is, i feari 
as "unqueftionably, as lamentably true : and that 
they have done fo, in the hiftory of a people^ 
ifert no man, of this countty, would, at this day, 
acknowledge to be inferior, howtver, in any of 
Ihofecivtlized arts, principles, and virtues, which 
make the ornament, the glory, and the happi- 
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iiefs of humankind^ is eqiially undeniable : biiC 
that they have not done fo, at any time, in 
Africa, to have much an operation any way, with 
refped to the Slave Trade, is apparent, from the 
accounts of the SlaVe dealers themfelves.— Snel- 
grave, defcribing the irruption of the inland king 
ofDahorney, about threefcore years ago— which 
was nilieh after the manner of all Violent conque- 
rors, llaughtering the people^ and devaftating 
the country — mentions two particular inftances of 
human facrificcs j one upon hearfay, the other he 
was a witnefs of* — the number about 400 men, 
as he underftood. Yet this very writer furniflies 
us, in the relation of this circumftance, with a 
dire<5t proofj that this was not an extenjivey pre- 
vailing cuftom, with any of tliofe nations of 
Africa, with whom the Europeans traded; for 
he fays, ^^ That the Duke,^ brother to the 
^^ Lord of Jaqueen, came to us in a great fright 5 
*^ that, after he came down, he could not fpeak 
** for fome time ; and though he was, at other 
^^ times, of Zt comely black colour, yet now his 
*^ countenance was changed to tawny j J for as he 
*' was coming to our tent^ he faw a number of 
*^ poor people going to be facrificed; — for the 
^^ people of the fea-coajl abhor fuch things.^* 

Now the people of the fea-coafl^ whom Snelgravc 
ijiflures us ^' abhor thofe practices,'' are the very 
people with whom the Europeans' deal for Slaves^ 

♦ 17274 f Page^* J Page4t» 

and 



( 17 )i 

and the violent (hock .u{)on the feelings of. the 
Lord of Jaqueen's brother, upon fuch a praSioe^ 
was a demonftratiye proof that it did not obtain^ 
(ho^i^evef it mi^it be to be lamented, in fome 
fiw inftancesy in any poflible xlegree, to ad- 
mit the plea of humanity endeavoured to be 
founded upon it by the Slave dealers, with regard 
to the principle .of that Trade. Bofman, in his 
Account of Guinea, (which Snelgrave inhis Pre* 
fece declares is the mod perfeft hiftory we liavc 
of that country, he having obferved every thing he 
athanced to be true*) fpeaking of facrifices, f%ysj 
•* Several Slaves of a deceafed king, -f* or great 
*/ man, are killed and facrificed on his account^ 
^'^ to ferve him in the other world ; efpecially the 
** Bofiums, or thofe which he, in his life-timei 
f« had dedicated to his falfe gods ; be'uig one 
** of his wives, and one of his , principal fer- 
*^ vants.; — but what is mofl abominable, is, that 
*' feveral poor, wretched men, who, through 
^' age or inability ^ are become incapable of labour.y 
^^ are fold, on purpofe to. be made viftims in 
** thefe accurfed offerings." 
* From the manner in which this matter is de- 
fcribed by this great African authority, it is moft 
clear, that had the Slave Trade operated even to 
the faving of the hves of thefe people, which it 
iS' evident it did not, had it produced really that 
liumane alteration, that happy change its bold 

* 1669. f Page 122. * 
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advocates have ventured to affert-^yet, m point 
of numbers, what proportion could it have borne 
to the multitudes carried off to the Weft-Indies ?* 
The grdateft number that Bofman ever faw facri- 
ficed was eleven; and Bofman and Snelgravc 
bothfpeak of aged men fo facrificed: the lat- 
ter, in particular, relates *^ his having afke^ a 
*^ Colonel of the King of Dahoraey*s — ^why fo 
*^ many old men were facrificed ? Who anfwer- 
*' ed, it was beft to pt(t them to death ;•!• for being 
*^ grown wife by their age, and long experience, 
*^ jf they were prcferved, they would be ever 
^* plotting againft their matters, and fo ^ifturb 
*' their country, for thty never would be eafy under 
** Jlavery. Moreover, no Europeans would buy 
** them, on account of their age." The whole 
change, or alteratipri, therefore, that the Euro- 
pean Slave Trade can poffibly have made in this 
matter— the utmoft that it amounts to is, (even in 
the trifling extent it can be fuppofed to have had 
any thing to do with it at all) that the old are Jacri-^ 
ficed tnfiead of the young ; for the humanity of ,ouf 
Slave dealers is ftriftly fquared by that excufe, 
which Sneigrave fays,§ they have equally to plead 
with fome (Mher branches of trade, namely, the 
advantage of it. So that, what between policy 
on the one hand, (for Sneigrave gives us to u|i- 
derftand, that the King of Dahorney deftroyed 
hisenemies,|j whom he made captives out of pop- 
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Key) and advantage on the other, we find little 
or no alteration produced in this matter, fince, 
their firft communication with the Chriftian na- 
tions of Europe. But had it really done fo, would 
it have rendered the trade lawful on our part? 
Woqld it have juftified usone partkle^ in the man- 
ner of carrying it on ? Befides, they commonly' 
prefer death to Jlofueryy under which ^ the King of 
Dahomey's Colonel told Snelgrave, they never 
tvould be eajy. We have, it is true, an evidence, 
in all the Committee Reports, and a writer too, 
upon the fubjeft of this trade, who endeavoured 
to urge, (as a plea for it) its humane operation 
in this refpedt. In his account of the African 
Slave Trade, he fays, *^ In confequence of this 
** trade, * many innocent lives are fpared, that 
** would otherwife be facrificcd to the fuperfti- 
*^ tious rites and ceremonies of the country; 
^^ many prifoners of war, exempted from tor- 
*^ ture and death ; and the punilhment of many 
** crimes commuted from death in Africa, to life 
^^ in America :" Tretty writing — " And finally, 
** that it is the lot of mod of thofe that are 
*^ brought to the colonies, who generally fpeak- 
^* ing were Slaves in their own country, only to 
♦* exchange a black matter for a white one/' 

It will be readily perceived by thofe who have 
given any attention to this fubjedt, that I have 
J^een quoting from the Mr, Norris*s pamphlet, ai 

* Norris, p. 29* 
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^rfon who made five voyages to Afiiea, ds a dealer 
m Slaved ; and was appointed a Delegate from 
the town of Liverpool. As he was an evidence 
before the Privy Council, and the Committee of 
the Houfc of Cbmnions^ it is not poffibleto avoid 
taking notice of his teftimony. Defcribibg the 
iavage barbarfty and wanton fport of the King ol 
Dahorneyy. with the livc3 of his fubJ€6ts> he fays^^ 
" He has feen their heads piled up like (hot * ill 
f^ an arfenal. That the. great carnage is once « 
ff year,, when, the Poll'- tax is paid by his fubjefts*'* 
Had Mr. N. been remarked for a man of ^ lively 
difpofition^ one could pot but have imagined that 
he had meant this, more in way of jocular pun, 
t^an tQ have related a plain matter of ia6t ;. as 
Mr^. Devaynes, whom he calls upon to fupport his 
teftimony,. invalidates this part of it altogether^ 
by declaring, ^' The Poll-tax -f- does not extjl .^" 
and he does away^ very confiderably indeed, 
every thing that Mr. Norris has advanced* .Mr. 
N. tells the Privy Council, *^ He cannot exoBly 
*^ fay, how many are executed in this manner in 
*:^ the c'ourfe of a year, hvx,fp€a}u mthtncompafi^ 
(very properly guarded — a man in fucb a fitua- 
tion (hould be fearful of mifleading, by exceed-* 
ing the trutii.) Mr. N. therefore, ^^ /peaks within 
*' compafsy when he reckons th^m at a thoufand." 
Mr. Devaynes firft fets Mr. N. 'right in what 
he fays about executions, on the arrival of white 
traders — for it would feem as if Mr. N* had con- 
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fideted his own afrival at Ifehofrtey; as a great 
occafion^ and on which^ in compliment tio bim^ ^ 
^ white trader, there was a carnage, or facrifice'of 
e number of Afric&ns; his words are, " It is the 
f^ caftoni of the country, m grmt oxcafionSy fuch 
>* as the reception of meflengers from neighbour* 
f* ingftatjes, ur of white merchants ; and in gepc^* 
^^ ral, on days of ceremonial ; but the great car* 
** iiage is once a yean" It iS impoffible not to 
feel highly indebted to Mr. Devaynes for fetting 
ftfr. N'. right in this moft extfaordinary and grie*- 
vous miftake. It has relieved the public mind 
fibm a very confiderablc painfol apprehtinfion in* 
^-flwd; for if, as Mr. N. ftates> diere: had r^ly 
lieen i^eamio^e upon the arrival of all the white 
Merchants that trade in Africa ; if, upon fuch a 
gteAtocoajumj this complimentary facrifice had cer<» 
taixily been paid the white traders, we muft,'in the 
firit inflance^ have charged th^ murder of ^ thefe 
men, (eauJufive of that deftruftion of them which 
the Slave Trade creates) to European communis 
attioK with them. But Mn Devaynes, and 
abundantly thankful muft we be ito him for it, 
happily corrieds this extraordinary ftatenient^ lay- 
ings "'With rcfpeft to wlmt is ftated by Mr. N. 
i* ttot there executions take place on the arrival 
^* of any white trader. * White people are treat* 
^' ed with great refped ; but he is of opinion, 
^*» that Mn N, muft have been at Dahomey ^ 
f^ the time of the ceremony of watering the 
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*^ graves/^ Mr. Dcvayncs having, Iha-cforc/ 
placed this matter, fortunately, in its true point 
of view, proceeds to fay^ *^ On vifiting the King, 
*' he has feen two or three heads lying in the 
«' palace— (Not a word about the (hot in aa 
*^ arfcnal)— but he does not think the number of 
•* perfons put to death * in his time, (and he was 
•* Governoi* eleven years) ntarfo many as is men* 
** tion by Mr, Norris. About Jixty men and 
** women, befides all kinds of animals.-f* Mr* 
*^ Devaynes attended ten of thefe ceremonies him- 
« fclf.^' 

But allowing the whole number which Mr. N* 
xautioujly flates of looo, within compafs, inftcad of 
jfoc/y, at which Mr. D. niggardly puts it ;— ^allow it 
the full thoufand — ^What a mockery is it ! What 
a grofs delulion ! What an infalt to mankind ! tp 
urge this as a compulfive motive, upon our beft 
feelings, for the continuance of an infernal trade, 
carried on in open violation of every principle of 
juflice, nature, and humanity ; a trade which, 
with all Its confequences, confumes above 200,000 
inen annually I Mr. N. farther fays, *^ On thefe 
occafions, the flave holes, (by which he means he 
tells us, a ftrong room in every Have dealer's 
hotife) are ranfacked ; and the /weepings of them, 
(thltis, the flaves rejefted J by the white men) 
furmfh a part of thefe public executions, which 
confifl bejides^ of prifoners taken in war, and d?^ 
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lirtqucnts/* Thus Mr. N. confirms //^//y what has 
been here advanced, that the Slave Trade does 
not make any further alteration in the cuftom of hu- 
man facrifices, than in the objedts of it; they 
offering up, what he calls the /weepings of 
the Slave Trade; which, he tells us, means thofe 
who are rejefted by the white men ; which is a 
confirmation of what both Bofman and Snelgrave 
have reported on this point. Being alked, whe- 
ther the inhabitants of Dahorney are taken for 
thefe public executions, without having had fome 
delinquency previoufly imputed to them ? he re- 
plied, *^ thofe who have not been accufed of any 
crime, are liable to be included in the public ex- 
ecutions, when delinquents, or captives taken in 
war, do not fupply a fufficient number.^* We 
}iave it therefore dated to us, upon the full pofi- 
tive evidence, upon the teftimony of that moft 
^arm, fanguine, and intelligent advocate for the 
Slave Trade, Mr. N. the Delegate of Liverpool, 
that the Slave Trade, fo far from lejfening the 
extent^ or praSicey of human facrijicesy does, in 
one inftance, only change the objefts of it; and in 
the cVent' of another, aSlually augments the deftruc^ 
tion of the innocent natives ; for fuppofe the whiti 
traders had cleared all the flave holes, and the 
great carnage, as Mr. N. calls it, comes round, 
!will the ceremony of watering the graves be omit- 
ted, though there are no rejefted (laves, no de- 
linquents, no captives of war to facrifice, the white 
traders having juft purchafed them all ? No^ it will 
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mthe milted J Mr. N. tells us.; for b^ing afked bf 
the Privy Council, Whether, if there were hq 
peopde of the defcription before mentioned^ th€ 
innocent inhabiunts * 6f Dahorney would be put 
to death on thofe occaiions ? his anfwer was^ 
^^ There is no doubt they would. ^* 

Thus it C9mes out, from the evidence even qf 
^r. N. that the Slave Trade, fo far from opera- 
, tipg in the humane manner its daring advocates 
have fo wickedly, and fallacioufly declarisd it to 
do, in order by luch grofs impofition to kill man- 
kind into an acquiefpence, for its continuance; it 
is, on the contrary, big with an additional, and if 
poffible, a more horrid, cruel^ wicked • confe-. 
quence, than any that lias yet been charged uppn 
it, by even thofe moft clamorous for its aboli^ 
tioD ; for it aftually expofes, fubjedts to a poffibility 
of public facrifice, the innocent inhabitants of the 
country, the Slave Trade haying taken off thofe 
prifoners and criminals that were wont to be fc^ 
apart -for that fupcrilitious ceremony. .Mr. N* 
feys, '* circumfl;ances happen to diminifh th.q 
*^ number of their facrifices. If the King is ia 
** wantof European goods; if he is ©v^rftockeci 
•^ with powder, amis, and European goods, -ft 
*^ he puC3 to death a greater number, as it i% 
** confidered as part of his power and magnifi- 
^* cence to make a great flaughter." In anfwer 
to this, Mr.Devayncs fays, " He does, not think 
*^ it poffible to afccrtain the motives the King 

* Page 8. ^ f -Page's. * 

.. ^* may 



\ ^5 J 

'^ may have for putting his fubjefts to deatli. 
*^ He believes, that when the King wants Eu- 
'* ropean goods, he fometimes feizes part of a viU 
*^ lage,* and fells them for Slaves y under fome 
^^ frivolous pretence or other/' Mr. N. there- 
fore, feems to have been ftrangely out again ; for 
iriftead of diminifhing the facrifices as he ftates tKe 
Slave Trade to do, the Slave Trade aftually 
puts the King, Mr. D. tells us, upon other modes 
of violence and injuftice towards his fubjefts ; it 
tempts him to lay wafte his country ; it drives him 
on to feize his fubjefts, arid make flaves of them, 
by vilely and wickedly trucking them for Euro- 
pean commodities. • 

Thus that bold attempt at impofition upon the 
public mind, that fallacious affertion, ^^ That the 
** Slave Trade, in refpeft to facrifices, has h'^d 
*^ the humane eflfed to fave, and kedp in being, 
** or to ufe the pretty words of Mr. N. to pre- 
'* ferve from death in Africa to life in America, 
• *^ many ufeful lives that would otherwife have 
.*• been iiihumanly deftroyed,'* (lands more than 
generally refuted and expofed, it is completely 
deteded and difproved in every one inftance 
and particular, from the evidence of the Slave 
dealers themfelvcs ; yea, even from the evidence 
of its beft, and moft hardy advocates ! 

We will now proceed to examine thofe fources 
from whence it has been with equal confidence 
advanced, that this abominable traffic is fupplied. 
* Page 9. 



Thefe are ftated to be. 

From War, 
From Crimes, 
From Infolvency* 

Bofman fays, " Moft of the Slaves that are of- 
• /* fered to us, are prifoners of war, which are fold 
*^ by their viAors as their booty ;*'* and Snel- 
grave afferts that in his time, *^ The principal 
^^ and main fource was the captives taken in' 
« war."f 

Mr. N. ftates, that crimes are nvw the principal 
fource of fupply; for in. a pamphlet which he 
. publiftied, affixing his own hame,| he cxprelsly 
fays, ^* Unlefs it be in fuch defpotic governments 
*^ as Dahorney, few hut criminals are fold to the 
^^ Europeans, except prifoners taken in war, who 
*^ would inevitably be put to death." 

But we are furnifhed by Mr. N. himfelf with a 
very remarkable proof that prifoners of war do 
not always fupply the white traders, however 
plentiful the prifoners may be ; and this inftancc 
will alfo equally ferve to throiv a light upon the hu- 
mane principle of the Slave Trade, which is fo 
roundly aflerted to operate likewife in this very 
particular of purchafing prifoners of war, who 
would otherwife, Mr. N. fays, inevitably^ be put to 
death ; for Mr. N. being afked by the Privy Coun- 
cil, whether the prifoners of war are always made 
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Slaves^ or are fometlmes put to death? replied, 
** In confequencc' of a war that was going on 
*/ when he was there, 1500 prifoners were made, 
'^ many of whom were offered to him ;'** — which, 
notwithftanding the great zxid. fundamental principle 
of humanity J urged even by the intelligent Mr. N. 
in favour of the Slave Trade in this very refpeft,' 
*^ He himfelf declines purchafing." — He rcfufcs 
to redeem thefe unhappy human facrifices, inevi-- 
table ones, as he terms them to be, becaufe' he 
{ays, *^ they appeared unhealthy/* — ^* The King 
*^ thereupon told him, fince that was the cafe, he ' 
** would put them to death/'-f— Whether his Ma- 
jefty knew any thing of Mr. N's. publication, and 
thought by this threat to refrefli in him a little of 
the humane principle of the Slave Trade, I know 
not ; but if he did mean to ftrike upon any fuch 
fixing, he certainly miffed of his end ; for there 
feems to have been no vibration whatever : Mr* 
N. feems only to have been fo far afFedled or 
moved, as coolly to advife his Majefty againfl it, 
recommending him to make them all y2r/? koilers; 
but the King did not feem to relijh his advice^ 
Mr. N. could not fay what became of thefe pri- 
foners, but he fays fomething infinitely more 
aftpnifhing from him, ^^ That he has no douht but 
'* many found purchafers ; but imagines (now only 
^^ imagines) the reft were put to death." J " Mr. 
^* N, believes it (he upon this occafion only ima* 
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^^ gines and believes) to be the general prafticc 
** in Dahomey to put the prifoners of war to deatU. 
^^ unlefs they are fold." . By the ftrefs he put^ 
upon Dahorney too, we may fairly infer, t)iat hi^ 
opinion at this time was, that it was not the ge-* 
neral praftice in any other country ; and, indeed, 
he himfelf tells us fo, in his evidence before the 
* Houfe of Commons* Committee.* — " Dahor- 
*^ ney," fays he, " is not a ftandard whereby to 
^^ judge of the adjoining nations on the fea coaft^ 
^^ and he knew but little of the interior country/^'f* 
Mr, Devaynes, who certainly does not feem to 
have at all the fame view of things as Mr. N, 
though Mr. N. before the Privy Council referred 
himfelf to him, adding, J '^ he (hould be forry 
*^ that faftsyS extraordinary (ftruck evidently with 
** the marvelloufnefs of his own acepunts) ftiould 
'^ reji on his aflertion only^^ fays,§ " with regard 
*^ to prifoners of war being always put to death, 
*^ unlefs fold for Slaves, the old, the lame, and 
'^ the wounded, are often put to death on the 
^* fpot, to fave the trouble of bringing them 
'*^ away; the young and the healthy, if not im-» 
'^ mediately fold, are kept for another market, 
(which does not quite come under the defcrip- 
tion of inevitable death) " and are fometimes ufed 
^' as houfe-JlavesJ* — We have in this moft ftriking 
inftance of Mr.N. a diredt proof that the pretend^ 
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ed humani fledy of the Slave I'rade preventing the . 
maffacre of prifoncrs taken in war, is alfo ano- 
ther ttioft audacious and infemous impofition ; and 
likewife, from the evidence of Mr. Devaynes, it 
;appears to be, in a degree, an unwarrantable flan- 
der upon the Africans themfelves, viz. the p6fi- 
tive affertion of inevitable death if not fold ; for 
Mr. p. fays expreffly, ^^ they are fometimes 

*^ ufed as houfe Haves/' 1 fhall 'now endea^ 

your to fliew, that excJfangtng or redeeming prifon- 
crs of war has been mentioned by fome of the 
earlieft European writers, as a cuftom originally 
prevailing amongft them; and alfo, that when 
they have not been redeemed or ranfomedy they have 
incorporated them. Bofman fays,* ^^ Common 
** prifoners, who cannot raife their ranfom, are kept 
f^ or fold for Slaves at pleafure. If they take 
'^ any conjiderable perfon, he is very well guarded, 
^^ and a very high ranfom put upon him ; but if 
** the perfon who occafioned the beginning of the 
** war be taken, they will not eafily ^dmit him to 
*^ ranfom^ though his weight in gold were offered^ 
^^ for fear hejhouldy for the future ^ form fome new 
^^ defign againft their repofe ;'* — correfponding to 
the very idea of the King of Dahomey's Colonel, 
in his converfation with Snelgrave. — " The moft 
** potent negro cannot pretend to be ihfured from 
** flavery ; if taken, he is obliged to remain in that 
^^ Jlate till his redemption is fully paid^ which withal, 
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•* IS frequently fet fo high, that he, his friends,' 
** and all his intereft, are not fufficient to raife it, 
*^ on which account he is retained in perpetual Jla- 
** very^ and put to the mofi contemptible offices J^--^ 
(But not as Mr. N. fays, inevitably put to death.) 
Barbot fays,* ** When the Kommanians are at 
•* war with their neighbours, there is fometimes a 
*^ brifk trade for flaves at little Komendo ; the ne- 
. *^ groes felling them quickly off to fave the charge 
** offubjijling themJ^^ Rather different from killing 
them. In another place he fays, ^^ Their bra- 
^^ very is chiefly owing to their dread of Jlavery, 
*^ (not of death) the fate of all prifoners of war, 
•^ the very beft not excepted.''^ — Again, the 
lame author, " The flaughter ceafes by the entire 
** defeat of one party, and then they endeavour 
^^ to make as many prifoners as they can, as well 
*' for their perfons as ornaments, which is the chief 
*^ end of all their wars"^ — ^Loyer,|| a Jacobine, 
fays, " Prifoners of war, who attempt to efcape, 
*^ are puniftied with death," — which fully implies 
they are not put to death upon being taken, or 
upon their not being fold. Bofman,** fpeaking of 
the inland nation upon the back of the Gold 
Coafl, called Acanny, who were famed, for great, 
traders, and whofe gold was always fo pure and 
fine, that it was called by the negroes, Acanny 
Sica, or Acanny gold, tells us, " That thcfe 
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*^ people were fo beaten by another inlami na- 
** tion, the Dinkiras, that all their governing 
^^ men, and no fmall number of the inferior peo- 
/^ pie, were killed and taken prifoners, to redeem - 
^^ which, they were obliged to ftrip themfelyes of 
*^ all they were poffeffed of in the world, by 
*^ which means they we;:e reduced to the utmdffi 
** poverty and inability to defend themfelves."— 
Can there be a more dired, complete refutation 
of Mr. N's. inevitable death ? And from the firft 
African authority ! , 

In the Privy Council Report,, we have farther 
proofs of this cuftom ftill fubfifting. Captaia 
Dalrymple, who was at the rfeduftion of Gorec, 
remained there afterwards, and made excurfions 
to the adjacent countries inland, for feveral 
leagues, as well as along the fhore on both fides 
Cape Verde, fays expreflly,* ^^ The prifoners 
*^ made in war, who are not* fold, are redeemed 
** by cattle, and fometimes exchanged : a freemaii 
** is redeemed by two Slaves. It is by no means true 
^* (he afferts) that the prifoners taken in war arc 
^* put to deathif not fold to Europeans.'* 

Mr. Miles, who refided in Africa near i8 years, 
commanded in fucceffion at all the forts, and for 
the laft feven years had the chief command of the 
whole, fays, " He does not know that aay of 
** the Slaves purchafed on this part of the coaft-f^ 
^^ (he is fpcaking of the Gold Coaft) become fo 
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'* by being made prifoners of war. If there are 
•* Bxiy Jkirmt/hes between the villages, they are ge- 
^ nerally foon made up by the ihteference of a 
^* third, and the prifoners in fuch cafe are always 
^ returned.^* He alfo fpeaks of their being incor- 
f6rateL Mjj. Dalzell, who was likewife a gover- 
nor on the Gold Coaft, as well as at Whydah, be 
ing afked what% in his opinion, would become of 
thofe Slaves if they were not difpofed of to Eu- 
ropeans ?* replied—** "they would fometinies in-^ 
** corporate among thmfelves the Slaves made in 
•* war ; they fometimes do fo now, but thofe of a 
** higher rdnk would, he believes, from motives of 
** policy, generally be put to death." 

After thefe full and concurrent teftimohies from 
authorities, both of former and prefent times, there 
cannot, I think, remain a fliadow of doubt upon 
the mind of any man, but that the cuftom.of ran* 
/oming, redeeming, and even where this did not 
take place, of incorporating prifoners of war, ob- 
tained, in the earlieft times, among the Africans ; 
and the grofs falfehood of that affertion — ^thit 
prifoners of war are inevitably put to death, if 
not fold— Hands completely detedted and cx- 
pofed ; and the change which the SlaveTrade has 
efFefted, in this particular, has clearly been the 
dired oppofite to that humane one the Slave ad- 
vocates affirm — for it has not only prevented thefe 
defireable pradices from being farther extended, 
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but as (at i$ It operates^ ii wholly pmt '^n end t« 
thofe civilized aai hurfianc cuftoms, which it h 
proved to us akvays fvfvaihd among them ; for, 
by the tempt atiofi« of the European Slave- dea- 
ler^^ tbf y have beeii induced to fell their prifonqrs 
of war to be carried into Weft Indian flavery, in* 
ftead of ranfomitig^ exchanging, or incorporating 
thertt, as they tyere fornierly wont to do^ That 
prifoners of war; ift the commencement of thi$ 
horrid Trade, wa^ the raiain fource of fupply to 
ir, may readily be believed. The number at firll 
irecjuired, not being fo large, would be more in 
prdportioti, perhaps about equal what might bp 
iofetained of this defcription, throughout the fev^- 
rdJ parts of that long range of Coaft ; and at the 
commencement the Trade was principally fppplied 
from the Coaft. But as the common coprfe of 
v^ar among the tribes or nations there, would 
foon fall fliort of any adequate fupply to fo rapid, 
increafing a derfiand, it would but too obvioufly 
prompt the idea of extending thefe wars, hoping, 
by rendering them more general and frequent, to 
make the fupply meet the growing demand : an^, 
in this cafe, it is Mkewife but too obvious to fup- 
pdfe, fo^' H^e benefit of trade, that the European 
factories would be aiding to this, AVe will fee 
boWthis t^as: a(id the ^rft authority to prodyce 
\s, Monfieur Brue, Direftor General of the French 
Senegal Compaijy in the laft century, who refidcd 
in Africa at different times, eleven years : he 



C 34 ) 

fays,* " The Ewropczns are far from defiringtoaS 
*' as peace-makers "amon^ them. It would be too' 
" contrary to their interejls ; for the o)ily objeEl of 
^* their wars is, to carry off Slaves, and as theji 
*' make the principal part of their traffic, they 
^^ would ht apprehenjve of drying up the fource of 
** it, were they to encourage theje people to live well 

*' together*^ ^What an idea docs this direft 

confeffion, not from a cafual Captain of a Slave 
Veffel, who has once made a voyage to that un- 
happy coaft ! not a random, enthufiaftic affertioh 
by an honeft and warm advocate for the abolition 
of it ! But a grave declaration from a Direftor Ge- 
neral of this eompiercc, as he is delineating in his 
clofet, with a vitw of holding forth to the workJ; 
the fyftem upon which the Slave-dealers promote 
and carry it on. What an idea, I fay, does this 
prefent to our minds of this fetof men and their 
accurfed traffic ! ! ! 

In another place, fpeaking of the country about 
Rio Grande, ^f* he fays, " according to the wars 
*^ which thefe people have With each other, and 
^^ their fuccefs, the Slave Trade here is better or 
'* worfe. Again, " The neighbourhood of the 
*^ Damel and Tin keep them perpetually at war,' 
*^ the benefit of which accrues to the Company ^ who 
*^ buy all the prifoners made on either fide y and the 
^* more there are fofell, the greater is their profit i 
^^ for the only end of their armuments is taniake cap-* 

y Vol. V. p. 133. f Page 115. 
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^* tiv€Sy to fell them to the white traders.^^^-^^^ The 
*^ Brak/* fays Le Maire,* .'^ fometimes make in- 
.*^ curijons on the weakeft of his neighbours^ 
** making Slaves of them, which he fells for bran* 
** dy.^^^ — " When the inland country is at peace 
*^ towards the SlaVe Coaft, here are jio Slaves to 
** be had,** fays Barbot, " as it happened to my- 
*^ felf who lay off fome days, and could not get 

** one/' ^Bofmanifays, " That one of the for- 

'^ mer Governors for the Dutch, hired an army of 
^^ JufFerians and Cabeftrians, for about j^5ooo.» 
.** fterling, to attack the Kommanians, but the 
V Fantynefe and Lgboefe joined the Kommanians. 
.** The fight was more bloody than the Wars of thena-^ 
'* tives ufually are^ for the greateft part of the 
" men. we miffed are killed."|| 

Monfieqr Brue, {peaking of the war between 
the Damel and Burba Ghiolof, King of the Ja- 
luffs, fays,;}: " Their campaigns are ufually incur- 
^^ fions to plunder and pillage, and they have rue-^ 
f\ ry thing they wljh to aim at from their wars, when 
** they are able to make captives from one another^ 
.«* becaufe that it is the beft merchandize they have 
/* to trade with the Europeans. Avarice, and the de* 
^^ fire of making Slaves, in order iq have wherewith 
•** to bt^. European commodities, are often the Veritas 
.«<. ble motives for going to warJ'^ — James Barbot 
and Grazilhier anchored before Great Frederick- 

* i682« t Pagf iP* II P^g^ *8* * ^^^* ^^' P' *17* 
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iriirgh, attapcTres l^untai, March toth, i^g^s 
The Pruffian General acquaiHtcd them, *^ That 
^' tke/e wer4 wars among the natives fomented hy the 
^^ Dutch, in. order id engro/s the trade tb them" 
<^y^/T^^5/'*~Smkh, fpeakkig of the Tooth Goaft; 
fays, ** The iiatives have btx h^ paikifers or dif- 
^* putc$ amdng them. Is the rcafon why the Slavfe 
** Trade is not fo good here as on jthe Gold and 
'« Slave Coaftsf/'f ' * * 

Where the European fetclementJl fl!re princi- 
pally fi;ced, there thcfe ancient authorities w* find, 
avow aiid declare wars to ha^c been expreffly fo- 
tnented by the Europeans; entered irrto and 
ftiade tiidre Sequent and extenfive among -thfe 
Africans, {or the Jbie purpofe of fupplying this' 
^ccutfed trafEc.^ The only objeft, end, ani 
4^iihf they Have in going to war h, the feizinj^ 
one another as thefecft merchandize to the white' 
traders ; and fhefc w'ars are defcribed to be of fo' 
deftruftivc a kind, as hot only Co hy wafte and 
(fleftroy, but to depopulate the country, as is af- 
firmed to' us? by the^ following authorities : 

Barboc tells u^, " That th« couAtry of D'El- 
^^ mina, which was />riwr/y very powerful and po- 
'^ pulousj was, in his time, fd drained of us inba- 
^^ bitants, by the inteftii^e wars for^ented by the 
*^ Dutch, ih9X there did not renjain people fuffici- 
^' em to cuhiv^e the land.''-^Bofman affo fays,f 

1* Voyage to New CataW anS Doni Rl^crsu 
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** Tiie iaft fatal war betwixt the Ahteans inci 
** Adomian^ hath reduced the ccnintry of Ante 
" (which he defertbes as having been moft beau- 
*^ tiful^ rifch, and fertile) to a tniferabU condi- 
*^ tion, iuidjlrift it of moft of its inhabitants ; be- 
*^ fides which, the miferable few left behind arc fd 
^' difpirited, that they Jhelter themfelvcs tinder 
*^ our fbrt n<^ar Boritry, leaving the ^rteccft part 
*« df the land wild and uneiiltivated." 'Tls, in- 
deed, fays he, ** deplorable to fee it at prefent, and 
** reJleS bH its former jlourijhing condition in the 
^* years 1690 and 1^91/' Speaking of the Fetd 
€ountry, Bdraan fay^, ^^ This country was for'- 
<^ merly fo powerful and J>optilotii, that it ftnick 
^* terror into all its neighbouring nations, hiit it is 
** at prefent fo drained by eonttnml wdri^ that It H 
*' entirely ruined. The greateft cauffe o^ which 
" is, that in the Kommanian wars, Fetu was di- 
^^ vidcd, part of* it adhered to the Kommanians^ 
^^ and part ^ it to ourfidt^^ and fome of each 
** being killed, they fuffered a double lofs, and 
^^ imre very mtkh diminijhid ift the kft battle-; 
^« nor, in^ed, are there enough to give this 
*^ fine country its proper tillage, though it is fy 
** fruitful and pleafanft, that it may b^ compared 
*^ to Ante. Frequently, when walking through 
^* it before the laift war, (fomented by the Dutch J 
** I hav^ feen it abound with fine, well-built, and 
^^ populous towns, agreeably enriched with vaft 
'^ quantities of corn and cattle, palm wine, and 
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*' oil. The inhabitants all apply thcmfelves, with* 
*^ out any diftinftion, to agriculture ; fome fow corn^ 
^^ others prcfs oil, and draw wine from the paln:^- 
^^ trees, with both which it is plentifully ftorejd/' 
Happy ! happy people ! and what malignant itar 
could it have been, that firft brought the favage 
Europeans amongft you ! Defcribed thus as living 
in fuch fimplicity, innocence, and content— rea- 
lizing thofe pure and happy fcenes the poets paint 
us of (he golden age : but the ilave trade proud- 
ly triumphs over all of thefe ; it has driven thena 
^again from earth, and fpreads around deftrudion 
o'er the land, planting every where Wickednefs 
ftnd Vice, Wretchednefs and Defpair. 

We have in. the Privy Council Jleport, 
&p. the teftimonies of living wimeiTes tq the 
jpoint, of wars being fomented by the Europe- 
;ins, for, tke benefit of the Slave Trade* 

Dr. Spaarman fays,* one of the modes of ma- 
king Slaves is by wars^ which are frequentfy 
entered into for ihat purpofe. When he was at 
Senegal, the Moors were very much encouraged 
by the French traders to make war on the Ne- 
groes, as Slaves were wanted for the market. They 
did fo, and Dr. Spaarman faw feveral brought 
in, more or lefs wounded ; amongft whom were 
many women and children^ — Mr. Poplct believes, -f* 
*^ a fourth part of the Slaves to be prifoners made 
** in the war Sf which are Jlirred up by the Europe-^ 

* P. C. R. page 17^ f P. C.R. page 18. 
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^^ Ans hy means of liqupr ; on which occafion, th# 
^* European traders go on ftiore, and purchafe th* 
** prifohers on both fides/' - — Major-Gcnerrf 
Rooke fays,* ^* the King of Damal fent to the 
^f Ghief of the villages in his dominions to fend 
*^ him a given number of Slaves; but if they 
^^ were not to be procured on this requeft, the 
*^ King went to war till be got the numher he want^^ 
*^ ed.^ He heatd that there had been two battles^ 
*' fought on the Continent, during his ftay at 
*^ Goree, for Slaves ; and was told it was not a,a 
^^ uncommon praftice to make war for that purpofe/^ 
Sir George Yonge beKeves '^ the wars have been 
** incriafed by the trade with Europeans. When 
*^ Sir G. came into a hall of Mr. Bruce's, J an Irifh 
^* trader, near Adnamaboe, he was furrounded 
*^ by a great number of Negroes, fubjedts of 
^^ different Kings, who demanded whether he 
f ^ came as a friend to Mr, B. or an enemy ? On 
f ^ his faying he came as a friend^ they were fa-. 
*' tisfied. Thefe men were making war on fom^ 
** neighbouring States ^ for the purpofe of procuring 
^^. Slaves y as there were a great many Jhips then ly- 
^^ ing in the road. They brought three Princes^ 
f' as hoftages and pledges, for the payment of 
^' goods that Mr. Bruce had advanced to them 
*^ for the purpofe of carrying on the warJ** — Mr. 
Eldred, a native of Rhode Ifland, believes, 
V one niode of the people on the coaft becoming 
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^ flatesy is by tvan made hj 6Xit^ coimtry that If 
^ poor againft another; in 9rder fo obtain Sl^ve^ 
'* to fell to the^fefiso^ies arid (hips^** Mr. Dii- 
vaynes fuppofes,* *^ that Wars ar^ ftnnetimes en- 
^* t^red into in thoft countries, for the fvtrpfe of 

V idaking Slaves.? Mr. Penny, an Afric?in 
fnerchant, eighteen years m the tnlde, and a dele- 
gate front Liverpool, b^ing afked, whether ht* 
did not G^rtccive there would be fe#fer wars, if 
the profit of making Skves tvas |)oti an obje£t to 
iftdtice them to make w4r ? replied,^ ^\ This maf 
*^ h a £§n$urrej$t ceufe, but he never heard it avcwed. 
^* He rather confidcrs, (and no doubt would 
^^ rather confider) the making Slavey as the effeSt^ 
•* though it may foilietimcs be a concurrertt 
** caufe/*^— Mr. N. aMb gave his tefthnpny updft 
this fubje<^. . Being a&ed, Whedicr the ftatM 
on the windward coaft made way on each othef 
for (he pwpdfe of making Slaves ? He; replies 
quite different from that confident manner which 
tearked his former teftimony ; h^ fpfeaks »o wafi 
fleither affirnw, nor denies, bot feavcs the mattef 
fb, that eithfjr fide may draw the cOnclufion they 
Irke b^5 for he fays, *^ Th^ make war on 
^'niarty Occafions^ and the confequence of war 
*' is making Slaves ; but he believes in general; 
f^ the mimber of Slaves arifes, as in other parts 
^' of the €0^, from debt€ and crimes, an^ 

V forfW are brought from diftant parts.'';}; Thof^ 
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Mr. N- appears dexteroufly to have «vaded the 
queftiop, yet we may fairly infer, ih^% his opinion 
and' knowl^gc go with the fadt, " $hat they 4rf 
^^ made for^ that purpofei* and thobgh he mf^ 
feel fome ihtle dificuky ia cxadly fpHtting.th? 
difference, yet he would feign foften the circuah- 
ftance, hinting the numbers to be but few. Bkjf 
in a fuhfequent examination, being aflccd, Wh?^ 
ther from converfation, or other means, he had 
rieafon to (xi^ppoUe that many of the Slaves brought 
to the Co:^ft were captives made in war? he 
replied, '^ he does not think this afipHes to the 
^^ Gold Coaft ; but in ether kfs civilized parts of 
<* the country, he has no doubt outrages may hi 
^^ committed, for the purpofe of making Sflaves.^ 
Mr. N. does not here give a dircft anfwer to 
che queftion, but what he fays, is infinitely morf 
valuable, as it evidently lets out certain truths . 
preffing on his own mind upon the fubjeft. And 
there is great reafon to rejoice in this other exami-' 
tiation of Mr. N. not only as it drove him to 
fpeak with fomewhat more decifion, but to declare 
exprefsly, that he has no doubt upon the matter, 
. ** nat outrages may be (ommitted for the. purpofe of 
*^ making Slaves** Mr. N, therefore, fiilly ad- 
mits of the thing, though he does hot feem wil- 
ting to call it by the name we do, wilt not alldvsr 
it to be war, but outrage, that is, he is rea,dy 
.to term it open violence by arms and force; tu- 
multuous mifchief i( but does n6t gjixufe to let it he 
called war. 

G ^'^^ 



I obfervc fomcthing of the fame kind of diffl-' 
culty in another African trading Governor, who, 
in his evidence ar the bar of the Houfe of Com- 
mons, being queftioned on this point, exprefsly 
fays. He will not admit it to be war, only Jktrmijh^ 
fighting, (I fuppofe) as the mock king in Hamlet 
poifons, merely in jeft ; " murders in jeft, np of- 
** fence in the world." And yet Villault tells us>- 
who was on the Gold Coaft 1663, that in one of- 
diefe jocular (kirmifhes of our African Governor,* 
*^ above 60,000 men were deftroyed/'r-And . 
Bofman fays, " in two of thefe (kirmiflies between 
'* Zag, King of Afiante, and the Dintefrans,f the 
*' outrage was fo great, that above 100,000 men 
" were killed upon the fpot/'-^-Mr. Devaynes 
lays, " that while he was in the conntry, one of 
^' thefe fkirmifhes, as Mr. Miles calls them, hap- 
*^ pened between the Icings of Dahorney, and Eyo, 
*' in which 60j,ooo people loft their lives." Pretty 
outrages ! tolerably decent flcirmilhes ! It being 
now fully proved, that the Slave Trade in its pro-^ 
grefs had not only done what its obvious tendency 
was certainly to do — th^t it rendered wars more 
extenfive and frequent in Africa, but that allp 
thefe wars, pn purpofe for this trade, would be, and 
a6bually were, fomented by the Europeans: we 
will now proceed to fhew, that, as even this mode ' 
proved inadequate to the growing demand, new 
methods and expedients were fuggeftcd ancj" 
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iflopted*. and thefe 'miDdes and expedients Wfcre'of 
two forts. — The firft was, to chai^ge the objedt and 
direaion of wirs and armsi iand inftead of fctting 
one King, or nation to wage war with another, it 
was thought to be the furer policy to make every 
King €ommit outrages upon his own fubjefts 5 to ex*^ 
cite the rulers of a nation to Jkirmijh with their own 
people. To the proof of this^— *^ Monficur Brue, 
*^ Diredor General, having received an aflbrt* 
** ment of goods by a fleet from France, fent notice 
*^ to the Darnel,* as he had promifed, and fent him 
" word that if he had a fufficient number of flaves, 
^^ he was ready to treat with him. This Prince 
" and the other Negro Kings have not always ShveS 
*^ to treat' with; but they have always a fure and 
'*' ready Way offupplying their deficiency y that isy hy 
^^ making inroads upon their own fubjeSlSy carrying 
*^ them offy and Jelling them ^ for which they never 
*^ want pretenfionSy in order tojuftify their pillage and 
** rapinCy when thofe they have feizedy have relations 
** in a fituation to refent the injury. The Darnel 
*^ had rccourfe to this method upon this occafion ; 
** he had few Slaves for traffic, and he was already 
^' too much in the Company^s debt to expeft. that 
^^ Monfieiir Brue would credit him further, . He; 
^' therefore^ made incur fions upon his own fubjefts^ 
*' and fcized above 300 of them ; then fent word 
^^ to the Direftor General, he had got merchan- 
"dize to treat with him, and invited him to 

* Vol. 4th, p, tivi% ^\^» 
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'^Ra^idd^ i^herf He receivied th£ Gtioierd with 
^ gfeat marks of firiendfltip. , i. 

^' The J^unel had commiffioned many thing$» 
^ fr<n¥i France, particularly a fiifhioAablc bed^ 
**vai<jcd tt ao Slaves. The Datttci found he 
*' could have no more goodis than he had Slavea 
•* to purcbaie wkh^ and yet hd^antcd double tho 
^^ qrfarmty* The Dircftor General would haver 
^^cont^ced to % upon condition^ that the DAmef 
^* vxmU permit him to go and fii%i fitch a number. of 
^' hisfuhjeS^^ as ttfOuUpay the amount rftbem. But 
'^ the Darnel^ after having thought upon it ibme 
^ time, would not s^ree to it, fa^ying, he might? 
•* feiw perfons, whom he would not wifli fhould te 
^^made Slates^ amd it might occafion (bnne troubte 
^and difturbance in his kingdom. So ht was 
^ {qieasd to go without the goods he wanted for 
<^ thk tiihe ; but the difappointment put him into 
^^a terrH)le iK-humow."^ What an iniquwous^ 
dreadful feene have we here reprcfented to us \ 
What a melancholy bftanee and proof of the utter 
havock it makes of all honeft^ jyft^ and good prinr^ 
ciple ! The thorough depravity into Which it fink^ 
ihehear|«nd feelings of man, when once the infa^^ 
vfiabie luft of gain gets full po&ffion of him ! It is 
fcarce poffible tx^decidey which to wonder at mofl % 
that a man of a ftxjperior knowkdge> as Moniieut 
Brue certainly was^ ahd in iiis dealings with Eu*' 
ropean^ accounted a n(ian '^feQ)e£bflble ^hafa6:er 
and virtue, Ihould appear thus bit to every prin-* 
ciple of nature^ juAice, add right; or that he 
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fliouJd have been Co wholly blinded by habi^* td all 

fcnfe of what was due to his own chiraftcr^^ fituatiort^ 

and conduft, . as to have tranfmitted fo extraordi* . 

nary ian anecdote of himfelf. It is verSy an addi-^ 

tiohal inftancc to the many We have^ of the lamcn-^ 

table eflPeds bf this accuriccl trade, which in&nfi- 

biiity faps and Utldermines erery principle of 

worth and honefty, and whilft it deadens erery fenfe 

of ihame and honour^ corrupts the mind, and ut*^ 

terly debafes the heart.— ^But to our proofs.-**. 

Labat, fpeaking of the King of Barre, fays, " He 

has a wonderful facility, a very eafy method of 

getting Slaves, when he has engaged to farnifli 

a number to the Europeans, who traffic witk 

him.* He fends quiedy a troop of his guards 

*^ to furround a village, and to feizefuch a num- 

" ber of the people as he orders them to do j wha 

*' are immediately bound, and fent to the fado- 

*' ries or (hips, and are, as foon aspoffible, marked 

^ with the ftamp of the purchafcr, after which the^ 

" 4re never mere- heard of. Generally, they carry 

'^ the' children in facks, and put gags into the. 

** mouths both of the men ^iid women, for fear 

** they fliould alarm the village through which 

" they are hurried; for thefe breaking up of vil- 

*' lages, or outrages, are never committed in the 

*• villages near the fadories, which it is the King's 

« intereft not to deftroy, but in thofe up the 

*' country. It fometimes happens, however, thai: 
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^* thofe who cfcape from thcf hands of thcfe ruffiansj 
*^ run to the villages, and fjpread the alarrp ;* im-f 
*^ mediately, all fly to arms, and if they come up 
*^ with the robbersi a ftout battle cnfucs. If the 
*< villager conquer, they carry the kidnapping 
** villains before the King, who denies haying 
^* given them any fuch commiflion, and immedi- 
*' ately condemns them to be fold as Slaves^ for hii 
own profit. But what is moft Angular, is, that 
if in order to prove the criminality of thti& 
" guards, they bring with them fome of thofe 
** whom they had fcifed and bound to carry off; 
•' and they appear before the King, ftill in bonds, 
*^ they are deemed Slaves, add as fuch, fold for the 
^* King's profit ; fo that be it as it will, he lofes 
^^ nothing, fays our author, and his orders have 
** always their effc6t, either upon the villagers 
" whom he ordered to be feized, or Upon thofe who 
•* have been deficient in courage and adroitnefs in 
^ executing his direftions/' 

What a pidhire have We again here of the mi- 
fcrable ftate of this people !— Injtiftice, oppreflion, 
and villainy, pervading the Whole country — all, 
all for the benefit of the Slavs Tradi. 

'LxyjCT was witnefs of the return of an incurfion 
*pf the Iffini, when they brought in Slaves. f He 
"fays, ^' they often makethefe fuccefsfully, as far 
*« Rio St. Andre in the Tooth Coaft. 
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Mr. Moore fays,* " whenever the King of 
*^ Barfally wants goods, or brandy, he fends a mef- 
" fcnger to our Governor at James Fdrt, to defirtf 
*^ he would fend a floop there with a cargo ; this 
** news being not at all unwelcome, the Qovernor 
^^ fends accordingly .f Againft the arrivc^l of the faii 
^^Jloopy the King goes and ranfacks fome of his ene^* 
'^ mies townSy feizing the people, and felling them 
*^ for fuch commodities as he is in want of, whicl^ 
'^ commonly are brandy or rum, gunpowder,: 
*' baU, guns, piftols, andcudaffes for his attendants 
^'^ and foldiers, and coral and filver for his wives 
'* and concubines. In cafe he is not at war with 
'* any neighbouring King, he then falls upon one of 
^^ his own towns, which are numerous, and ufts 
*^ them in the very fame manner. It is owing to 
*^ the King's infatiable thirft after brandy, that 
" his fubjefts freedom and families are in fo pre- 
^^ carious a fituation, for he very often goes with 
^^ fome of his troops by a town in the day-time, and 
^' returns in the night , and fets fire to three parts of 
** it, and fets guards to the fourth, to feize the people 
<^ as they run out from the fire. He ties their arms 
f^ behind them, and marches them to the place 
«' where he fells them, which is either Joar or 
f* Cabone." — '' Yefierday 20th March 1732," fay^ 
Mooje, ^' the King fell upon one of his §wn towns, 
*' and having taken a good many prifoners, 
^ brought them along with him, with intent 

♦ Fa^r to the Royal African Company, p. 1 730. f P. 65, 



••to fell tWm to Capt* Clarke^ a feparate trader 
« now at anchor ^t Rambo's Port/'— — Loyer 
fiiy», *^ the King of Kayller and Baol, or Sain, on 
^ r^t'leafi pre fence y fcUs hi* fubje<9:s ifor Europetrf 
*' goods> efpecially bnmdy, whidi he is fo ftwicf 
** of, that hie is faid to have drank fix qxjarts a day.* 
^ He is fo tyrannically fevers, fays the MifRonaty, 
^ Aat he makes a whote viUage refpofifible for the 
^ fault of one inhabitant, and on the leaft offence^ 
«* fells them aU for Slaves/* . 

Bofman fays> *^ While he was at Ardra, an Am- 
**" baffador of cwie of the inland Kings came to the 
** King of Ardra, to advertife- him from his mafter, 
•' that ftveral Ardrafian Negroes had been with, 
*♦ and made complaints to him : and to iuivife hirri 
<* to take care, that his Vicerc^a treated thefe poor • 
«* men more gently, or elfe, nrnich agalnft his will, 
/* he (hould be obliged to confie to their affiftahce, 
«* and take them into his protection. • The King 
** of Great Ardra, inftead of making a proper ufe 
«^ of this wholefome advice, laughed at it, and in 
^ further defpight to the King, murdered his Am- 
*^ baffador. Upon which, the inland King fell 
*' upon the country, and made foch a fl»^tc!t 
j ^ attioag the fubgefts o( Ardr^, that tKe number 
•V of the dead being innumerable, was commonly 
^' expreflfed by faying, they were tike the grains 
V of corn in the fiekl/* ' ' • 

Ackinf 
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A&ins ♦ more particularly explains what the 
complaints of thcfe Arfrafian Negroes were. Thcfc 
are his words : **'Thc King of Dahomey turned 
•* things topfy-tUJfvey, and eritlrely deftroyed ouf 
"Slave Trade. This Prince was incited to the 
** conqueft^ from the generous motive of redecm- 
" ing JbiS' own, and the neighbouring country 
^' people from thofc cruel wars and flavery, that 
** was continually impofcd on them by the King of 
" Ardra. The King of Dahomey's refentments were 
^^Jixedf firfty on account of theit public robberies and 
** man-Jlealingj even to his dominions : and idly, 
" the contempt that had been expreffed towards 
" him. He ftates ferther, that the King of Da-' 
" homey at his audience to Capt. Snelgrave after 
" this cventi (aid, that the Ardrafians were vil- 
*^ lains to both white and black people, and there- 
^^ fore bad been punijhed by his hands. A text, fays 
^' Atkins, that ought to have been regarded more 
** heedfuUy by the fadtory than it was : for what 
" ijoete they villains more than others of the colour ^ . 
" unlcfe for this illegal and unjufl trade ?'\ And 
** if he himfelf declared his viftories in puniftiment 
*^ of their crimes, what might they not expeft in 
*' their turn, who differed only as the pcnvnbroTter 
'' and the thief? Mr. Tcftefole, the Company's 
*' Governor, was feizcd, and loft his life, (foon af- 
" terwards.) The crime alledged being, that he 
" had ufcd the Dahomeys, on all occafiuns, ia his 

* J*. I20. f P. III. 
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*^ power, very ill, on account of the bai trade they 
«' had occajoned. Then they went on, and furpriacd 
•' and plundered all the European n>erchant» at J a- 
*^ queen, finifhing in that, the dcftruftion of the Slave 
^' Trade, the little remaining being now at App^th, 
^' a place beyond the bounds of his conqueft. Yet 
'^ in all this, feparating, in our idea, the fufitrers, 
" and the temporary views of traders, fays Atkins, 
*' the King's actions carry great reputation, for by 
** the deftruftion of this trade, he reUnquiJhed his 
** own private interejs, for the fake of public jujiice 
^^ and humanity^* 

. Mr. Jtkins farther JlateSy ^* that the deJlruSion of 
^' the trade was dejigned by the King of Dahomey* s 
" conqueft, and is confirmed by Capt* Bullfinch 
*' Lamb's propofal from that King to our court. 
*^ This gentlenrian, on Ibme bufinefs of the faftory, 
*' wias at Ardra, when the Dahomcys Came down 
" upon them, was niade a prifoner, detained 
*' near four years by the King,* and came at laft 
" to England by his permifliort, or rather direftion, 
"having given him above 1500I. to bear his 
** charges. In the fcbemc of trade faid to be pro- 
*' pofed fron\ that King, and laid before our Cortt- 
'^ miflioncrs of Trade, fome of the articles ran 
'^ thus : That the natives might fell themfelves to 
" us, on conditidn of not being carried off. — That w 
^^ might fettle plantations y &fr. a foundation qu' 
" foreign to the former Slave Trade. Atk 
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'* concludes with faying^ Ihav^ a natural propenjity to 
« J ^ijh well to the King of Dahomey ^ fince he has re- 
*^ deemed his, countrymen from being Jbld as Slaves^* 

What a dreadful, calamitous, deplorable in- 
fiance have we here of the horrible ruin brought 
upon a whole nation, by this infernal traffic 
6>r Slaves !-r-We fee here an inland Prince 
not moved by policy—^not feduced by views of 
wild ambition— not furioufly driven on by the 
deftruftive rage of conqueft — but roufed by the 
l^Kpentable cries and prayers of a forely aggrieved^ ^ 
opprelTed, neighbouring people — and at length, 
fired with refentment at the wicked practices, at 
the.^X)minable villanies fpread over the whole 
land, even to his own kingdom, iy the wicked 
arts, and infamous machinations of the Slave 
Trade. — ^We fee, and how truly does it humble, 
and cover with blufhing (hame every honeft 
European and Chriftian, to fee — this barbarous and 
idolatrous Prince quitting the eafe and luxury of 
^is pwn palace and capital— encountering every 
Ipccies of diftrefs and difficulty--<lefying all dan- 
gers-r-marching his powerful army amidft burning 
fands, and parching deferts— for the mere purpofe 
of reftoring public juftice, and vindicating the in^ 
jured rights of humanity-^going forth as it were, 
^c fcourge of Heaven, to punifh a guilty nation 
for their public robberies and man-dealing : and 
dreadfully, indeed, doth the weight of vengeance 
fall upon them. Every man that w^s deftroyed 

*. V. 13^^ 
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by this calamity— every man that became a vi£Hm 
to this vindicative juftibe— the death of every Ar- 
drafian muft be placed to the account of this ini- 
quitous trade. It was this accurfed trade that had 
fcduced them by its vile temptations. It was this 
dccurfed trade that corrupted them by its infa^ 
mous pradices and arts-~it was this accurfed 
trade that puibed them on to the commitment 
of all tho& horrid crimes^ which thus in* 
yplved thehi in one common ruin and deftrudHoti 
T— this accurfed trade^ the followers of which feem 
i:egardlefs of every thing that is juft and honeft 
^rnong menj, and who feem fo utterly ablbrbed by 
the ardent wilhes of profit and gain, as to appear 
VfhoUy loft to every idea of religioa and aature, 
and to be driven into the moft daring and atrd« 
cious a6ts^ even againft Heaven itfelf. 

*' fFhen the native Princes put afiop to trade y it is 
** true,*^ fays Mr. Brue " that the French have been 
** forced fometimes to make ufe of violent means tbem- 
" felves ;♦ and not being able to get the Princes to 
" difcharge the loans they had borrowed from the 
" Company, they have pillaged fome village^ feized 
^* the inhabitants i and carried them off for Slaves; 
** after which, they have balanced accounts with the 
" King, and if they had feized more Slaves than 
'^ they ought J in balance of the account^ th^y have 
** paid him the differenced* 

Is it poffible !— Is it credible ! there could be 
zpy where upon the face of the earth^-rfb mifcFabl^ 

* P^ 198, 
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ailate of ibciety ! And what a daemon is avarice ! 
that it can fo wholly extinguilh in the breafts of 
men,^improvcd by qiviljzatioa, and enlightened 
1^. Chriftianity, every trace whatever of juflice^ 
morality, religion, and virtue. 

. The following fang froid reafoning of thia 
man is curious i — ^^ But. thefe expedient?,** fays 
be, *^ arc not always fuccefsful^ and though one 
'* was even fyre of being paid by theft forts of 
^f executions ; ilfaut en ufer fokrement,'^ fays he, 
*^one fliould not have recourfe to them too fre- 
*^* quemly :** — not from the moral turpitude, not 
from the big injuftice of the proceeding, not 
from, any fenfe of the r4nk wickednefs and vile 
depravity of the conduA, but merely ift fdfi 
prudence ; ^^ kjl it Ihould draw the ill-will of 
*^ the country upon us, and fooner or later wf 
^^Jhould be made to repent of going^thus violendy 
** to wprk.^'f' 

Having now gone through all the ancient au- • 
thorities neceflary to produce to this point, we 
will now to proceed to examine the more modern 
ones of our own times,*in order to obferve how 
far the fame fyftem prevails. 

* P* ^99- 

t Monf. 6rue> in his firft vpya^e up the Sanaga, makes a 
remark, that I cannot avoid infertin|^ here, as it fpeaks very 
ftrongly, what has beci^ the fort of fpirit and difpoiition, whica 
feems at all times to have prevailed among the Slave Desders to- 
wards the Africans. Deicribing the Talis country as very rich 
and populous, he fays, «« If the people were induftrious, they 
** Height of their own produce Q^iVTy on a *very ad'oantageous trade 
" with ftrangers, there being fe'w things in whicn they cwdd he 
" excelled: but It is to he hoped," fays Monf^Bmt^ ** tU ESttrn^tcnv^ 
«< 'Will never let them into t^ft^tet I I T* 
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Dr. Spaarman, who was in Africa \n 1787, 
tells us, ** When the Kings of the country want 
•* Slaves for the purchafe of goods, they fend 
*' ibeir borfemen in the night to the villages^ to make 
" as maty Slaves they can.^'*^ In the neighbour- 
hood of (joree he faw one of thefe expeditions. 
Xhc King of Barbeflin came to him in the night 
to tell him, that he was going to fend out a party 
So make Slaves y as he wanted brandy to encourage his 
§Jficers. Dr. Spaarman faw the party fet off, and 
faw them return with fome flaves they had made. 
They conceal part of thofe they make on thefe 
occafions, in order to enhance the price. 

Mr. Dalrymple has always underftood one of 
the modes of making Slaves to be the Kings and 
great men breaking up a village ^ that is, fet ting fire 
to it,^ fometimes in their own country, fometime$ 
in the country of others, hut oftfier in their own, 
and feizing the people as they efcape from the fire^ 
He has been very near thie fpot when it was 
done^ which is generally in the night — ^he faw 
many Slaves who told him they had been taken 
in that manner. This praftiee is notorious, for 
the purpofe of getting flaves. — Captain Wilfon, 
of the Navy, fays, " When he was in Africa, 
" he made particular inquiry from intelligent 
** perfons, and was informed, when they were 

not at war, they made no fcrupte of taldng. 

any of their own lubjefts, and felling them,^ '•- 

even whole villages at (W/^^."J— iCaptain HilU^i 

» P. C. C. p. 16. f p. ;7. X p. 2Gt. 



€€ 



i SS ) 

of the navy, fays, " there was fear cely anivemng 
** in which hi did not fee people go out in /war drejfes 
^^ to obtain Slaves from the neighbouring villages. 
*^ This, he underftood from one of the Chiefs, 
** was done by the King's order, who at that time 
** was. very poor from our annual prefents not 
*^ being given to him as ufuaL"* — Mr* D. Hen- 
derfon " has feen King Abraham's people with 
** their war drejffs go out in bodies of eight, ten, 
*^ and fourteen at a time, for the purpofe, as he 
** was then informed, and as every body undcr- 
*' flood, to way-lay and take the negroes in ano- 
** ther quarter. Thefc people were accuftomed 
** to go out with muikets and landtts, but thy 
** bad no goods by which they could purchafe Slaves.^ 
•* They were often abfent for ten days or a fort- 
** night at a time ; fometimes they would bring 
^* five or fix captives, at other times more, at 
•^ other times lefs. Jll this he has feen, and he 
** has moreover been informed by the traders 
*^ themfelvesy that the natives were made Slaves 
'* in this manner* The people fo brought down 
** (hewed marks of the greatejl griefs* 

Thus we have feen war reforted tp as a mode 
of fupply for this trade, in three different ways : 
ift. In the regular courfe and accident of it, as 
it fell out between the feveral ftates or tribes, / 
when the trade was firfl fet on foot. In the 2d 
inftance we have feen wars exprefsly made and 
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undertaken by the different bordering countries/ 
one againft the other, fomented by the Europeans, 
JbUly to promote this trade. And in the kft inftailce 
we have it unhappily moft clearly proved to us, 
that the Kings and rulers of the nations have 
been driven on by inflamed paffions, have been 
fo tempted by European commodities, ull at 
length they have become provoked by fo irre- 
fiftible a defire of obtaining them, that they have * 
adually turned their arms againft their own fub- 
jefts, pillaged their own people, burnt their beft 
towns, and laid wafte, impoverilhed, arfd depo- 
pulated their whole country, only to indulge 
thofe worft, moft vile, degrading, infamous paf^ 
fions, we have fo fliamefuUy and wickedly created 
in them for the atrocious purpofes of this tfade : 
and this, not from fome chance occurrence, or 
happening in fome few inftances only, but we 
find that the arts and praftices of the Europeans . 
have worked fo fuccefsfuUy, as completely and 
ffftematically to have ^efiahlijhed this over the 
whole countryy and it is confidered (according 
to Monf. Brue's phrafe) as a wonderful facile 
and very eafy mode of getting a ready fupply to 
this trade. This mode or fyftem, which is beft 
known and underfl;ood by that fort of technical 
or cant expreflion, *^ Breaking up a village ;^ 
which Capt^n Dalrytttple tells us means "fetting 
** fire to it, and kidnapping the inhabitants,'* is 
the firft of the two forts of expedients I alluded 
to a little way above. The other, is that of 

extpndvi 
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i$xf ending the pmijhment of hani/hment to all crimci 
and mifdemeanors whatever, thereby changing a 
temporary bahiilrmcnt to fome diftaht part of their 
oa;».courttry into foreign and perpetual JliPvery. Ini 
fonner times, prior to this traffic, there was no 
bAnilhftient beyond the oorifines, or of being fold 
into llavery oiit of this difttift of Africa, as it is 
jtooft certain there cotild hAve been no convey-' 
Anc^ from what has hitherto befen prdved, fronV 
the then ftat# of liavigation, Leo AfricanusV 
account, &c. and temporary banijbmerit was a mode 
of ptthifhrnent mentioned by different writers.— 
Firft,- by Artus of Dantzic, in De Bry*s India 
Ofichtdis^ who fays,* /* that in his time, if i 
** pferfon condemned could not pay the fineadjudgid to* 
^ t^i^- King, and has any friend or ifelations who 
^* are the King's fubjeds, they are fent for, and 
" coftftrained to difcharge it ; otherwife, they miift' 
^' all retire tnto- hani/hment till they fatisfy the.. 
** King. After thaty they are allowed to return ta' 
^^ their houfes and pojfej/ionsy and then they vifit all* 
^' their acquaintance, begging forgiVcnefs for' 
*^ what has happened, and that they will pafs it 
*^ over in filence. The reafon of thi$ way of* 
*'^ proceeding (fays the author) of involving the* 
^^ relations m the guilt of the criminal, is to free 
^/ the King from all applications artd importuni- " 

i^ ties on their behalf, tiU the fine impofed be 

» 
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•^ paid.''r-rOgilby fays,* ^^ upon conviftidn of 
*' 4ny crime, for the King feldom condemns any to 
** death y he banijhes the malefaSlon. If they hap- 
" pen to live ten or twelve years, his Majef^y 
*' ufually pardons the/ft ; and if perfons of any con- 
^^ fideration, employs them in the fervice of the Jlate 
^* as people who have been grained and inured to 
" hardthips/'^— Froii> thefe \yriters, therefore, itifi 
uianifeft, that the Slave Tradf has not only 
operated to change a temporary banifb.nicnt into 4 
perpetual one, but it |ias convejrted the 0I4, 
wonted punifliment of banijhment to fome diftant; 
part of their poqntry, into Jlavery^ ^d that into 
fgreign fjavery, a Jlavery for lif? ; for delinquents 
are not any of them banjlh^d no\y-a-days into 
the interior parjs of the country, from \yhe.nce, 
' on pj^ying their fine, or at the end of eight oe 
tfn years, they may return again to their hoiif^s, 
pofleflions, families, and friends :— -No^ they arc 
Qnq and aU fold to the Europeans fpr Slav(?s, who 
Ijurry th^m off into another ^yor|d, where they 
are tQ toil and work out in hard labour, under 
the galling, yoke of ftv^re flayery and b^rd ufage, 
tHe remains of their wretched exillen^e, without 
a poflible hope of ever revifiting their native 
land ; of ever again behol4ing the cheerful and 
happy face of any one dear connection, of any 
o^ne relation, not of a (ingle friend, or even of 
pne common acquaintance. 

* ?. 536. 
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dgllby mentions alfo/* ^^ That Dogo' Fnlmij 
** a great man in favour of the King of Dogo 
*' or Hindo, having lain with one of his Ma- 
'Vjefty's wives, the King, inftead of fufFering^ 
** him to buy off the ofFende with goods, &e. 
** caufed his ears to be cut off,, and banified hint. 
*' However, time wearing out the King's anger, 
*' he was admitted again to Court. As this was an 
^^ unufual punifliment iriflidted on him^ and made 
** him be fcorried and laughed at by all who faw 
*^ him, he had the prefumption to tell the King, 
^' he hoped that others, for the like offence, 
*' might be punilhed in the fdme manner, threat- 
*^ ening, in cafe his lequcft was denied, to com- 
^^ plain in the highways and in the woods to the 
'* Jannanin and Belli, that is, to all the fpirits 
** and daemons. Notwithftanding this audacious 
*^ menace,'* fays our author, ** it was determined 
*^ by the King in council, that the example made 
** of him (hould be no precedent with regard to 
*^ others. However, in fome meafure to quiet 
'* him, he was made General of an army to re- 
** cover Sierra Leone, which he did.'*— Had 
the Slave Trade operated in Dogo Fulma's days, 
a^ it operates on the prefent, time having worn 
out the King's angei5 would have availed little; 
he had never again been admitted to Court, nor 
had appeared at the head of an army, to render 

* P. 410. 
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his country the fervice he did for it^ by recovering 
Sierra Leone. 

Formerly their puniftiments were fine, corppral 
fufferance, and banifhment. Slavery among 
themfelves, which, though moft induftri^ufly en- 
deavoured to be confounded by the prefent Slave 
Dealers, is as diftindt a thing from flavery ia the 
Weft Indies, as comfort from mifery, happincfs 
from defpair. Since our interference, except 
in fome few inftances of death, all is abfprbed 
by, commuted into that deplorable one oi being 
fold to the Europeans. 

. What were the ancient cuffioms in this refpad: 
will appear fully afcertained by the follo^ying au- 
thorities: 

According to Artus, *^ IP a n^an be taken in 
^' adultery, the King confifcates all the goods of 
** the criminal, and the woman is obliged to pay 
*^ a fine of two or three ounces of gold to her 
*' hufband, if' (he would not, to be divorced, as 
** the hufband may do in like cafes.* The re- 
^* lations of the woman feduced burn the adul- 
** terous houfe with fire, and profecute him fo^ 
** that he is obliged to quit the town, and Jeek a dweU 
^^ ling dfewherey But from the change brought 
about by the Slave Trade, nffw he is to be torn 
from his family and friends, hurried out of the 
country for ever, and fold as a wretched Slave: 
to the Weft Indies for life. 

* P. 6. 62. 
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' At KoihmSrido, according to Bartx)t9 *^ thejr 
** commonly cut off one ear of the adultereri and 
^^ fine him to pay as much gold as the womanr 
*^ had for her dower, and four (beep, or goat* 
*' befides.* If the adulterer be a Slave, they 
^^ difmember him. The woman is either fined 
*f two ounces of gold to her hufband, or elfe di- 
•^ vorced, according as the King determines ir* 
*^ The punifliment for adultery in other places is 
** pecuniary, viz. fix oimces of gold, one third 
*^ to the King, one to his chief officer, and one 
** to the hufband/' — Bofman fays» ^* The fine 
^ for lying with another man's wife amongft the 
*^ common people is about four, five, or fix 
*^ pounds flerling.-f* But the rich muft bleed a 
'* greater fum, cfpecially if he has lain with a 
*^ confiderable man's wife, on which occafioa ic 
** cofls an hundred or two, I have heard oi fines 
** in the inland country,*^ fays he, " for the ne- 
*^ groes are richer there, and therefore puniftied 

, ** with the utmofl feverity, amounting to 5000!. 
** for adultery." Which is as large a fine as 

. fome of our European pofiiUions poy. 

Artus fays again, §r *^ If the wife break her 
•^ marriage vow, whether willingly or by com- 
" pulfion, the man may put her away. If the 
** offender be an European, he is not obliged to 
^ pay the fine; but the woman ^ifable,mufl pay four 
** pefo's, about an ounce and a half of gold, or 

• P. 300. f P. I'ji; % ^ . \^ V 
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*' (he is liable td be turned ofF* If i man's firft 

** wife violates his bed, it is thought a great dif^ 

** grace, fo that the offender pays his fine ; yet 

*^ the hufband never rcfti, till he obliges him td 

** quit the place:^'* Something rather different 

fromi being fold as a Weft Indian Slave. 

. Nyendael informs us,-f- " That adultery is pu- 

** nifhed at Benin feveral ways. Amongft the 

•^commonalty, if a man fufpefts his vvife^ he 

•* tries all means to furprize her in thefaft, with-^ 

*^ out which he cannot punifli her.- If he fuc- 

*> ceeds, he is intitled to all the effedts of the adul- 

** terer, which he has a right to feizc and convert 

*^ to liis own ufe^ The offending wife, after a 

** hearty cudgelling, is turned out of doors to^ 

•^ feek' her fortune. The Governors punifh 

*^ adultery more feverely ; for if they furprife the 

*^ parties, they kill them on the fpot, and cafl 

^* their dead bodies on the dunghill. Thefe fe- 

** vere punifliments deter men from meddling 

>* with wives fo much, that this crime is very 

•^ very feldom committed here/'| 

^* Murder," fays Bofman,§ ^^ is punifhed twcy 
^* ways, one by the death of the murcierer, and 
*^ the other by "pecuniary mulft, which again is 
** of two forts, with refped to the fre? and thofe 
** who are notfo. 'Tis very feldom that any per- 
*^ fon is here executed for murder, if he either 

*' Artus, Part vi. p. ii. f A. D. 1702, p. 412. 
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'^ hath any effcds himfelf, or hath any rich friendt' 
" to pay the appointed fine. But if a murdererr 
** cannot pay his fine, he is obliged to give blood 
^f for blood, and is accordingly executed."* — ^ 
*f Murder happens lefs feldom at Benin than* 
*.* theft, •' fays Nyendael; " but if the murderet 
'^ fhould chance to be the King's fon or a gran- 
^f dee, he is banijhed to the utmoji borders of the 
*5 King's territories^ where he is conveyed under a 
^f ftrong guard/'*! — ^Loyer fays, J " Their juftice. 

V con lifts in fome pecuniary miildks, which crimi- 
*f nals are condjernned to pay : no crimes kre pu^ 
^ niftied with dea^h but three, viz. Slaves that 

V run away, treafon, and. fprpery. Theft is.fo 
^* far from being a crime, thatjt is (about. Jffini) 

V honourable and rewarded. Perjury is puniflied 
** by a ftne as well as murder. If the criminal 
S': be a Slave he i§ fold to the Eurqpean§ ; perfons 
*:* infcjlv^nt are fold ^s Slave?, Sorcery or^wicch- 
*5 craft is punilhed by drciwning the crirpinals. 
^^ Traitors, or fuch as difcoyer the J^^ing's Coua- 
<f cils, muft expe<it no .mercy, being beheaded < 

V without cereniony. Slaves or prifonera of war 
^f who attqmpf to efcape, are punilhed thus§-7— 
*^ which, defcribing the ceremony, we find, 
*f ends in death ; but the executioners are rec* 
5^ koned impure for three days, and they build 
^^ them a hut at a diftancc-from the village, where 

* Page 142. f Page 419. J A. D. 1701. 
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*^ they, continue confined till the rime i$ ex* 
•* pired/'— On the Gold Coaft, Bofman ftatcs, 
** robbery or theft is puniftied by the reftoration: 
*-* of the flolcn goods, and paying a fine, in tM 
^^ aijuigit^ of which f particular regard is had to the 
" vakt of the ftolen goods, the place where^ and 
« by whamxht fait was committed : for example,** 
*^ one is fined 20 crowns befides what he hath' 
^^ ftolen ; and another for a robbery cm* theft eve- 
^ ry way equal, Ihall be fined too or more, and* 
** that without the Icaft injuftice, I mean accord^' 
" ing," feys Bofman, " to their akcient municipal 
^^ cuftom.^ — " Thievery is not rife at Benin,* 
fays Nyendael, " thcfe negroes not being of fp* 
^^ pilfering a nature as at other places ; however,* 
^' if the thief is taken in the faft, he is obliged to' 
^' reftitution of the ftolen goods, and befides' 
*^ pum(bed by a pecuniary mulft;-^' but if he is' 
^^- poor, after reftitution of the goods, if in his' 
** po\MeF, he is very well beaten :" (but now-a- 
days> from the alteration efFeftcd in their an-' 
dent municipal ciiftoms, he is fold as a Slave 
to the Weft Indies) " but if the robbery be done* 
*^ upon any of the government, it is puniftied' 
** widi death. But this crime fo feldom occurs, 
** that . examples are very rare.*' — " There is fo' 
*f heavy a fine on theft,*' fays Artus,;}; ** that they 
" dare not fl^al fixMn one another ; and if a rob- 
^* bery be committed in any town, the people 

* Page 14^. t ^*g^ 4*9^ • X Part vi. p. 16. 
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•^ exprcfs fuch an abomination of it, is liothiri^ 
" caa . exceed/* — ^^' Theft/' Ogilvy mentions^ 
** is not puniftied by death, except againft thei 
*^ King at Loango; but. the things ^ftolen miift 
*^ be made good by the thief or his friends, and 
*^ himfeljf expofed boundr in the midft 6( thd 
** ftreet* If the party hath nothing, the offended 
*' makes his relations work for liim, till He re- 
" ceives the full of his loffes."'* Not quite the 
feme thing, as felling him to the Europeans ^ 
Slave fpx life in the Weft Indies, though this, in 
the Slav6rdealers language, is nothing more than 
merely commuting.^-*-Snclgrave lays, fpeaking 
generally j ^^ Moft crimes amongft them are pu- 
>* niflipd by muldts and fines, and if theoffender 
** has not wherewithal to pay his fine, he is fold* 
*^ for a Slave* This is the pradice of the inland 
*^ people as. well as of thofe on the fea fide."-!—- 
But this being fold for a Slave is not. to be. under- ' 
ftood to the Europeans, but among one another ; 
a mode of puniftiment which all but thofe who- 
talk of only commuting, will think very different 
indeed. 

Debtors who refufc to pay their debts, ■ or are 
infolvent, are likewife liable to be made Slaves, 
but their friends may redeem them^ and if they are 
not able or. willing to do it, then they are gene- 
rally y&/i for the benefit, of their creditors, ** But 
ofthefey' fays our author, J '^ few come inSo the hands 

f Page 503. f Page 158. % Page 159. 
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;*^ of the Europeans^ being kept by their coufttTf- 
*^ men for their own ufe.'^ — This laft paflage 
from Snclgrave fully fvibftantiates the remark 
above, and points out the neccffity of not con- 
founding two very diftitid ideas indeed, upon the 
term ^' being liable to be fold for a Slave,** an 
^rtful endeavour at which, thofc who have at all 
attended to this fubjeft muft have very frequently 
obferved. Bofman faysexprefsly,* ** T\xc greats 
'^ eft crimes at Whydah are generally compenfated 
** by money /'--rNyendael aMb,-^ ^^ Whatever ' 
^^ crimes are committed at Benin, they are 
*^ atoneable with money, attd the fine proportioned 
^^ to the offence ; and he that hath no money, muft 
^* fatisfy the fine by a corporal pumjhmeniy fo that 
*^ where efFefts are deficient, the hp^ muft make 
^^ good the fine/'-— We -fiadr no where as yet 
jamong thefe writers, a fyllable of punilbmeint by 
Wi^ft Indian flavery, under any alternative^ 
Bofman tells us, *^ The rich are commonly 
** more feverely handled than the poor, which 
'f they think reafonable on two accounts ;. firft, 
'^ the rich were not urged to the crime by necef- 
" fity t f nd fecondly, they can better fpare the 
^\ money ; for nobody is here fined above his abilitj^ 
** unlefs by an accumulation of crimes he hath 
^*. given occafipn thereto, and then be is fent inta 
^•flavery/' 

* Page 346, t ^^6^ 4^9* 
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Tt is to be hoped that thefe extr^fts, felea:c4 
from the oldeft writers who have handed down to 
us any account of Africa, will be thought to con- 
vey and give as complete a hiftory of the CrimiT 
nal Jurifprudence, or, to ufe Bofrtian^s expreffion, 
<« of the Ancient Municipal Cuftoms of Africa,'* 
as is fufficient to throw every neceflary light upon 
the prefent fubjeft ; and however ftrongly this 
jiccount of atonements made and compofitions 
paid to the relations, &c. for murders or injuries^ 
may have brought to our reeoUeftion the early 
dawnings and beginnings of nations, as dpfcribed 
of the Germans by Tacitus, in th^ Salic Lawj 
refpeding the ancient ufage of the Franks; in 
the laws of the Angli, of Ina, thofe of the 
SaxonSj Lombards, and others ; yet wq fee nor 
thing like the European Slavp Trade ; no trace 
of any thing that has the leaf^ affinity to it, though 
the adventurers^! flave*dealers, and flave-brokers 
of the prefent day, almoft univerfally affirm, that 
thefe cuftoms are the main and principal fource 
and fupply of it. So lingular, fo e3(:traordinary, 
and fo bold an affirmation, naturally induces a wifl^ 
to examine the matter more clofely ; not only ia 
order to mark the rapid progrefs of the increafe 
of the trade with refpedt to England, but to dif-^ 
foyer how, in Africa, fources could be found out 
which could in any degree keep pace with it. 
To this end, we muft now have recourfe to thofe 
^ater authors \yho have written upqn African fub* 

K2 ^ ieds.^' 
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jefls, and let us faitlifuUy fUte the informatioa 
they give us. 

In the fpace of thirteen years, from 1 7 1 2 to 
1725, the fhip$were augoiented in number from 
England to Guinea 167 — from 33 to 200 fhips, 
by the accounts and returns made to the Commif* 
fioners of Trade. 

Atkins dates,* that the Royal African Com- 
pany only imported, from 1680 to 1688, 46,3^96 
Slaves, which is not 6000 per annum ; though 
on computation, Barbadoes, he fays, wanted 
4000 — Jamaica 10,000 — and the Leeward Iflands 
6000 yearly. Much outcry and complaint were 
made againft the Company that th^y were not 
able to furnifh this fupply, and at length, after 
fome few years grumbling, an A6t of Parliament 
was obtained by their adverfaries iri 1697. The 
firft upon our Statute Book that regards this 
trade : — Whereby private traders, for making 
good this deficiency of Slaves, Qiould hav^ liberty 

of trade.^ In the eight following years, the 

Company imported into the Weft Indies only 
17,760 Slaves, and the feparate traders in that 
time, 71,268, which altogether was above 1 1,000 
pier annum ; fo that in the coprfe of eight years, 
from 1697 to 1705, the annual exportation of 
natives from Africa by the Englifli, was nearly 
doubled : and if we look into the Privy Counr 
CJl Report, we (hall be able fomewhat to form, 

. . * f Page 1^4, 
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by t!ie account there given, which is the moft rcf- 
gular of any we have, of negroes imported from 
Africa, a tolerable judgement of the fudden and 
af.onijhing increafe of the impbrtation of Slaves : 
Tor till the year 1705, there docs not appear ever 
to have been introduced into the ifland of Jar 
maica, fince our poffeffion of it, an higher num- 
ber in any one year than 4,120, yet, from that- 
ipcriod to the year 1775, which is the laft year ta 
-which the account i^ carried, the importation has 
frequently amounted to 10,000, 11,12, 13, and 
one year to the prodigious, amazing number of 
16,448. * Thus we have moft clearly marked to 
us, the aftonilhing rapid increafe of this horrid 
traffic in human flefti ; for, in the fpace of about 
70 years, we find it to have been fo grown, that 
ene (ingle ifland fwallowed up in one year, what 
Was above three years average* importation of the 
Royal African Company to our whole Weft In- 
dian colonies, plantations, and fettjements, and 
near five times the number that ifland had been 
wont to require. Such an extreme augmented 
trade, info particular an article as riien ; and men, 
too, whom we are confidently told, become the 
objects of tliat trade only by one or other of thefc 
means, viz. the unhappy chance of war ; or by 
fuch fpecies of delinquency as juftly renders them 
unworthy to enjoy (forfeiting utterly) all their, 
natural rights and privileges as freemen,' Cannot 
but roufe attention from the many and various- 



< 70 ) 

points of view, in which it muft ilrikc upon cverf 
man's feeling and fenfe. 

Snelgrave affirms, *^ That in his time, the early 
.*' part of the prefent century, the greater number 
.*/ of the flaves were captives taken in war/*-^ 
And all the old writers, Artus, Dapper, Le Maire^ 
Pgilby, Phillips, Villault, Nyendael, , Snock, 
Bofman^ &c. &c. all feem to concur in this ; for 
jiot one of them dates crimes as affording any fup- 
ply to it. But Mr. Norris, in his publications, as 
well as in his evidence before the Privy Councilj^ 
affirms, ^^ That at this day the greatejl part of the 
f^ fupply is from perfons condemned for ads of 
^*^ delinquency*'* 

The fxrft idea that rufhes upon the mind on beyt 
iDg told this, is the aftonifhing, unhappy, dread- 
lul change that there muft have been wrought 
in fo very (hort a fpace of time, in the 
manners^ morals, and principles of all thofe nu- 
merous nations and people inhabiting that im- 
menfe track of country. For when the whole of 
the Britilb imporjation of flaves to their colonies, 
was averaged but at 6000 yearly, we were afliired 
they were for the moft part captives taken in war. 
In the prefent amazing increafed ftate of the 
trade, when the Britilh importation amounts to 
near feven times what it was, we are told, they are all 
for the moft part criminals. That the Slave Trade, 
wherever it has extended, has corrupted and vi- 
tiated every country and people ; thofe who are 

in 
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1h the lead acquainted with the nature oTit, who 
know any thing at all of the principles upon whicti 
it has uniformly (and, indeed, from the very na- 
ture of it could only have) been pradtifed and 
carried on, can have no doubt, muft readily bc^ 
iieve* But allowing it to have done fo, to as great 
an extent and excefs, as the moft determined ab- 
horrer of the Trade could poffibly reprefcnt it to 
have done in the time — ftill, the extrtme fuidennefi, 
^f the change f not only in the defcription of mea 
faid to furnifti the fupply, but alfo in the quantum 
of men actually fornifhed, is fomething too mar^ 
vellous and extravagant for belief, and carries 
upon the face of it, fuch manifeft impolition and 
falfehood— as of itfelf dire6tly to force thcHrong- 
eft fufpicion, with regard to the modes which 
muft be pra&ifed to procure them in fuck incredi^ 
ble numbers. 

• When prifoners of war were the great fourth 
<^ fupply, at leaft the chief avowed, ofteniible 
fource*— we have feen bow ftKcefsfully aftive the 
European Faftors, Slave-dealers, &g. were, ia 
ovettmniOig all the policy of the cogntty, by foment- 
ing frequent and moft ruinous wars among the 
n^ghbouring powers of it-^and yet Bofman fays,* 
^ * the law of nations was as well obfervedamongft them, 
** as among the EuropeansJ^ — And when, from the 
iflow nature and precarious ciraimftance of this 
lAode of fupply, it was found impoffible for it to 

* Page 374* 



keep pace with the rapid growth of the trade j wc 
have feen alfo, how equally fuccefsful the fame Eu* 
ropcan Factors, &c. were, in dejlrofmg all .the 
fcacCy fecurttyj and happinefs of the, whole .peo^ 
fie, by exciting the feveral Governments to turn 
their arms againft their innocent fubjeds, . and 
feize and fell them to the Europeans for Slaves. It, 
therefore, would not require any very great ftretch 
of imagination, had we not the fame Jlrong pofitivt 
proof upon authority to this, as to either of the 
pther two points, for us fully to conceive wliac 
Mr. Norris would lead us to fuppofe^ namely^ 
that the European Slave dealers have been quit€i- 
as fuccefsful in perverting and dc&royiUQ the juf^ 
ike of the whole country, as they had been in: 
the other'' two inftances> of ruining, the policy^. 
and fubverting . every principle of juji and happy 
government in it — adverting to it, as another ad-, 
ditional fource, upon finding the demand rife 
and exceed above what could be fupplied by 
both the other oftenfible modes, which their ava- 
ricious ingenuity had formerly fuggefted, viz* 
foreign war, and domeftic oppreflion and tyranny, . 
To the proof— Mr. Moore, who was feven years 
Fador to the Company, fays,* " Since this Trade 
^^ has been ufed, all puniJJjments are changed into^ 
^^ Jlavery ; there being an advantage in fuch condemn- 
'* nation i they fir ain for crimes very hard, in order to ; 
'^ get the benefit of felling, the criminal. Not only : 

* Page 42, 
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^•murder, theft, and adultery, are puniflred' by 
^^ felling the Criminar for a Slave, hut every trf^ 
'*^ fiing crime is puhiftied ift the fame minner."— '- 
•V/e ha^e feen from -Artus, Barbot, Bofman, 
Loyer^ Nyqhdacl, ^g. that all crimes were atone- 
abiewith money in their tim^y and were punifhed 
by :mui£l!9 and fines, and that nobody was fiped 
above his ability, unlefs 'by an accumulation of 
crimes ; but,, in Moore^s time, not only die capi- 
tal, tut every trifling crime, he tells .us, was pij- 
nifticd.with European fliavi^ry. He givte us fome 
inftancbsof thefe crimes. ^* There was a man/* 
.iayjS he, ^^ brought rto me in Tomany to be fold, 
f^ for having ftolena tobacco pipe. I fent for the 
" Alcade, and with muqh ado pcrfuaded the party 
.'Vagg-rieved to acceptcf a<;ompofition, and leaves 
>^ the nfi^n free. In Cantore, a man feeing a tyge^ 
/* eating a deer, which he had killed, and hung 
^^ up near his houfc, -fired at tbetyger^ and the 
^^ bullet killed a man:- the king not only con- 
^^ demncdhimi but alfo his motfa^, .three 'bro- 
*^thers, and three fifl:ers,to be fold. They wcfe 
^Mxought down Jto ihc at Yandyamiacunda ; ic 
^^ made my heart ach to' fee them, and I did not 
*^ .buy4hem.'*—A' very extraordinary Sla\rc dcaleir ! 
rrrrr-" Upon: wliich, they were fent ferther down 
^^ the Rivex, and fold to fome feparate .traders* it 
" Joar, and the king had the benefit of the goods 
^^ for which they were fold." ' 

Thefe-are the coiiviSls^^xh^k are' iM 'condemned 
cviminals'-'th^e are the AfrliMfehrpSy as Mr. N. 
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'pbihtcdly calls them, and whom — in an affedVed 
drain of ardent defence of their policy and go^ 
vcmment — he fays,* ^* The Africans have never 
*^ entertained any more doubt of their right to 
** fell, than we do of fending delinquents to Bo- 
*^ tany Bay, or to Tyburn , deeming it fair and 
'* juft to difpofe of their felons, according to their 
** own cftabliflied laws and cuftoms.**-— 
In truth, it muft require a good deal of that 
power Mn Moore fpeaks o f "■ ' ■ of drain- 
ing hard for crimes, in any man, to bring' 
his mind to confider breaking a tobacco pipe, 
find (hooting at a tyger in aman*^ own larder, as 
fuch atrocious adts of delinquency and felony, as 
juftly doom a man, his parent, and all his nume- 
rous brothers and fitters, to perpetual banifhment 
and flavcry*-— and he muft have mod perverted 
ideas, indeed, of alljuftice and government, to 
.pronounce this to be fair and right, according to 
edablifhed laws and cudoms4 

Atkins, fpeaking of adultery and theft, fays,-f- 
*^ Trade has fo infe£led them with covetoufnefs and 
^^ftaudj tliat the Chiefs will put fnares both for the 
<^ one and the other, driving at the profit^ and 
** not at the punijhment of a crime/'*— Smith 
'fays, J ^^ The Europeans Jit with the Caboceroes 
: *' to make up pallavers, to judge caufeSy and give ont 

.'Maws/' 

• 

♦ Norris's Account of Africao Trade, page 14. 
t Cage 88* I Page 144. 
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This fally explains to us what Mr, Moofc af- 
fcrts ; and we can no longer wonder how it has 
come to pa&^ that, iince this Trade has been* 
ufed, all :puni(hments are changed into ilaveryj^ 
iahd why every trifling crime is puniftied in this 
Boanner: — Though it tends not to moderate our 
furprize at what Mr. Norris has confidently af-f 
ferted, ** That this Trade is carried on as much to 
f* the eafe and comfort ofthofe that are the fubjeSls of 
*^ it J as it is pojjibkfor human ingenuity to devifeJ* * 
And in another place in his pamphlet, " That 
♦* the houfe of bondage, ftriSly fpeaking^ maybe 
** called a land of freedom to them^ where, not- 
^* withftanding they do not enjoy pre-eminence, 
^* they may be comfortable." -f- 

Without at all entering upon any-difcuflion on 
what might have been Mr. N/s ideas of comfor- 
tablenefs to a man, who, for having (hot at a ty- 
ger, which he faw devouring his family provi- 
iions, finds himfelf— the parent that gave him 
birth — and all his brothers and fifters, feized, 
and fold to feparate traders, to drag out in flavery 
the remainder of their unhappy lives — we fhaJl 
only obferve upon that expreffion, ^^ That the 
^^ houfe of bondage, JlriStly fpeaking, is a land 
*' of freedom to them!* The obvious conclufion 
from this muft be, that Slavery, as far as it had 
undergone any obfervafion of Mr. N. in Africa, 
was the moft dr^dful ftate to which it was polfe^ 
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ble for human nature to be funk — boldly rcprc- 
fentirig thus, the fpecics of it, that exifts in the 
Wcft-Indies, compared with that in Africa, as a 
pcrfcfl: ftate of freedom. The reprefentation 
which Mr. Moore gives us of the fituation of 
Slaves in Africa, is certainly fomewhat of rather 
a different caft ; for he fays,* ^* Some people 
^* have a good many houfe Slaves, which is thfeir 
*^ greateft glory, and they Uve fo well tod caf)*", 
*' that it is fometimes a very hard matter to ktiov^ 
*' the Slaves from their matters or miftreffes'; they 
^< very often being better cloathed, cfpecially 
*^ the females^ who have fometimes coral, amber, 
*« and filyer, about their hands and wrifts, tx> the 
** value of twenty or thirty pounds fterllng; 
*^ Many of the Slaves are born in their families. 
« There is a whole village near Boncoe,'f of two • 
*^ hundred people, who are all the wives^ llaVesj 
*' or children of one man, / never heard of but 
^^ one that ever fold a family Slave ^ except for luch 
*' crimes, as would have made them to be fold 
*' had they been free. ' If there are many faDiily 
*^ Slaves, and one of them commit^ a crime, th$ 
'* majier cannot fell him without the joint confent ef 
'* the refi ; for, // he doeSy they will $11 run away», 
** and be protected by the next kingdom to which th^ 
*^/;^/'— Confidcrable light and confirmation ha^ 
been thrown upon and given to this point by the 
tjfftirponics of Cajptain Dalrymple> CaJ)Cain Wifc- 

♦Pafgeyio, ^^ Page 43. 
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fon, Barnes, Miles, &c, &c. before the Commit- 
tees of the Houfe of Commons^ and Privy Coun* 
cil. 

. It is not neceflary, therefore, to dwell longer 
upon this part of the fubjed, we may> therefore, 
difmifs it with the cautioning words of Mr. 
Norris, ^* not to fufFer ourfelves to be impofed 
'* upon by lending too credulous an ear to what 
^^ interefted men throw out, with more craftinefs thim 
*^ jufticej without duly confideriflg from what 
^* quarter, the pretended information comes, left our 
** mindi Jhould become prejudiced by publications y con- 
^^ taining ijoe moft ^rofs miftatement of faSls and 
*^ mifreprefe^ations.*- 

But to return to the fubjeft of African crimi- 
iiak. Mr. Wadftrom fays> "There are fome 
^^ Slaves* fold in confequence of their crimes, but 
*^ he is fure they make the fmalleft part." 
» I>r. Spaarman fays, ^^ Another way of making 
^^ Slaves is^ by accufation by the King,-)- or by 
" eacfe other, (frequently falfe) for various 
^^ crimes-; in confequence of which, the perfon 
^ accufed is fold. If a perfon in a village of- 
*^ fends thfe King, it ferves him as a pretence for 
^* feizing the whole village, and felling them.-*' 

Capt. Dairy mple tells us, " Every perfon \vhQ 
^* commits at^ fort of crime, is fold for a Slave. 
f *. Crimes that ufed formerly to be punilhed ill 
\^ different ways, are now punifhed in this.' Far-^ 

.? p. C, R, p. ij. f P. C. R. p, 17. 
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•* merly the pnnifliment for all crimes was com-' 
^f muted for a certain number of cattle^ or quant kj^ 6f 
** grain 9 which was either paid by the offender, 
** or by his family, in cafe of his inability j hut 
** Jime the introduSlion of the Slave Trade^ not imfy 
** all crimes are punijhed by Slavery j but eyen tbe 
^^, moft trivial offences are punijhed in the fame tmntr 

** ner*'^ It is impoffible not for it to ftrikc 

moft forcibly upon our minds and obfervation, 
the perfect famenefs there is in the language of 
truth at all times, and at all periods, and under 
every fituation and circumftance, when we read 
the words of Capt. Dalrymple on this fuh^eft, 
delivered at the prefent day, and thofe of Bof- 
man and Moore, expreffed by one, above a cen-. 
tury paftj and by the other, at leaft threefcorc 
years ago. 

Mr. Arnold " gives a defcription of the criitlc 
^* of debt,-f- by which a man may be caft into 
^* Slavery. — A trader had borrowed a gun of 
<* another trader to complete his affortmcnt ; he 
^^ w^s unable, however, to return it on demand : 
^* in confequence of this, he was feized, and fold J^ 
Tbe man was brought on board the veffel in 
which Mr. Arnold was. 

Yet, with all thefe hard ftrainings and niathi- 
nations, finding they were not able to pufh ifp 
the fupply to an equality with the demand, tHe 
Slave dealers have, in (?^^« defiance of every prinoi'* 

* Page 17. f P. R. C. p. 43^ 
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|\ipted the governing Princes and Rulers to do iti 
but they have themfelves feized, ftolen, kidnap- 
ped, and carried off the poor natives by every 
means, and after every manner that fraud, vil^ 
lainy> treachery, and force, could prompt or ef- 
feft ; and have alfo nearly annihilated and de- 
Jlroyed every fenfe of honeft feeling, of humanity, 
of hit dealing throughout that long immenlfe . 
traO: df coaft and country, which it took the Por- 
tuguefe the greateft part of the fifteenth cenftiry 
•even to difcoven 

• By the introduftion of brandy, dnd by theil: 
own infamous and wicked example, the Eii^ 
ropeans feem to have fo entirely befotted, (o 
-Aoroughly vitiated the land, that there appeairs 
but two ideas pervading the whole of it. One, 
on the part of the blacks, how to get brandy ; the 
other, on the part of the whites, how to fteal, and 
lay hold of the natives, and carry them off to the 
Weft Indies. 

Dapper fays, *^ ^e negroes have learnt from the 
^^ Europeans to get drunk with brandy, the Kings, as 
<^ well as the people.''-^ — Bofman tells us, " The 
*^ negroes are great drinkers of brandy, and, as if 
^^ it was a virtue, 'they teach it their children.'^-f* 
Jobfon too, fays, *^ The Princes are eafily fatis- 
^* fied, except with brandy. Women and wine, 
^^ fays he, are truly a King's life here." — Le 
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JVkrchaife fpeaks alfo ^^ of their ^^eme love of 
<^ brandy/'* — Moore's defcrijption of the King 
of Barially's mode of life, is as follows — ^^ThsJi 
^ heileptallday, tilltx)ward8funrec; theahegecp 
^' up to drink^ and goes to ileep ag^ ; theo^hc 
^^ rifes pid e^ts, and if he has aay llrong liquoii^ 
^' will fit and drink till .day light.'{|^ It isozving i9 
f^ this infati$ble thirftfor brandy/ that his fubjeStsfnt^ 
^^ 4oms and families are in fo precarious a Jituation*^* 
j-^-Dr. Spa^rman, in the P. C. R. relates, " That 
^^ the King of Barbeffin came to him in the night 
** to tell him, that he was going to Xend Qijt n 
** party to m^ke Slaves, as he wanted bfeandy to 
5* encoyr^ehis officers. J In the courfeiof ^ 
*^ converfationi, the King becanae fo intoxicate^ 
*^ by Dr. Spaaraian'$ bed fide, that he was cai:)- 
^^ ried away fpeechlefs/' 
; What a pidture of fociety ! What a hiftory of 
government is there given to us here! Gop^ 
God ! Can men — can civilized human beings-— 
can Englifhmen —will Chriftians, throwing the^r 
.«ye oVer horrid, deplorable fcenes of fuch deep 
jmifery, depravity, and wickednefs, pAufe for a. 
Jingle momefit upon doing ihem away for ever f 
But above all, knowing as we do know, that m 
faSlp we are ourfelves the wretched principals, 
the guilty authors of every one of them. It is we 
who have created them— We hardened Europe- 
ans who flill continue them — The whole was bc- 
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gmty and is Jiill kept on foot^ by our infernal fe^ 
duSlibnSy by our villanous j[>raSiices, and devil-like 
temptations and arts. 

Whatever the advocates for this acciirfed traffic 
may endeavour to ftate, of the two pretende4 
fources of this infamous trade, being /ro;«' cap- 
tives in wary and criminals, and which they have 
for a long courfe of years, to the utter reproach of 
all Europe, but too fuccefsfully ftated"-the fol- 
lowing authorities will manifeft it mod clear, thofe 
are not the only refources to which they look when 
they get to the coaft of Africa— raftoni(hingly fuc- 
cefsful even as they have been in that unfortunate 
country, in widening and extending thofe horri- 
ble refources ; but, that a very confiderable part 
of the fupply, indeed, arifes from that execrably 
practice which obtains through the whole coaft 
from one end of Guinea tp the other, of Panyar- 
ing, as it is called in Africa— of kidnapping, as it 
is called in England— and of man-flealing, as it is 
called in the 21 ft chapter of Exodus— for therip is 
a quibble upon the term in fome of the evidence 
given on this fubjeft, or elfe it muft be confidered 
as the moft ignorant, if not the moft fallacious, 
^haf ever was offered, as folemn teftimony. That 
kidnapping is the mode of fupply conftantly r^- 
forted to, throughout every part of Africa to. 
which the Trade extends, will fully appear fron\ 
the following cited authorities and teftimonies. 

Monf, Brue, relating a difpute he had with th^ 
P^el refpefting hi* giving an Englifh {hip li- 
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bcrty to trade in his dominions, on wliich l^^, 
(Monf. Brue) feizcd, and confifcated the veffel, 
fays,* ** Moft of the negroes on board, he found 
^* v/trc free fijhermen of the coaft, whom the King 
" had decoyed to Potadally, under the pretence of 
*^ employing their canoes to tranfport his troops 
*^ to attack Gorce ; but as foon as by this pre- 
*^ tence, he had affembled them, he fent them 
^' on board, and fold them as Slaves. . There 
*' was not the fmallefl: appearance that the Damel 
*^ had even conceived fo extravagant a projeft, 
*^ fays Monf. Hrue, but it was necejfary to form 
** fame fcheme to entrap thefe men, and fell them.*' 
Although the injuftice of the King in trepanning 
and- felling them was notorious, it mattered not, 
they were all fent to America, and fold ^ 
Slaves. — Labat mentions that, ^ ^^ a Captain 
** of a French mai^ of war, zf,xh^ fuggeJUgu of |i 
*' French trader ^ (the Captain's name wa$ Mon- 
*' torfies, ^nd the ftiip's^ Lion, and Fond was thq 
•^ name of the trader) f pillaged the ifle of Caze- 
*V gat, one of the BaifagoViflands — they landed 
" 200 men without the fmalleft refiftance. The 
*' King of the ifland, named Duquermaney, was 
*^ furrounded in hisioufes, and he chofe to burn 
** hlmfelf, rather than fall into the European 
^^ hands. The natives fled to the woods and 
<* mountains, fo that, of about 3000 inhabitants, 
*^ they took only about a dozen. This unfortu^ 
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^^ nate enterprize, fays our author, made M. 
•^ Fond greatly fear, left he Ihould lofe all trade 
*^ with thefe people. But he managed the mat-» 
^^ ter fo cleverly^, life donna tant de mouvemenSj et 
*^ fit jouer tant de rejforts, fays Labat, that he 
** madef them believe he had no hand at all in the 
^^ affair, and affured them it was a parcel of 
*^ ruffians, a fet of pirates, and banditti, who had 
^^ made this incurfion, by which their King was 
*^ loft, and their country laid wafte." — Dap- 
per fays, ^^ The Falups will not trade with the 
*^ whitesi nor go on board their (hips, unlefs 
*^ they have hoftages ; * faying, that the whites , 
"•* who have come amongft them have, under pre- 
*' tence offriendjhip, carried of their countrymen.*^ 
The fame author tells us, " The King of Gui- 
** nala, which is the Biafere*s negroes, who are 
^^ upon the borders of Rio Grande, kept 50 large 
*^ dogs, with a man to each, as a kind of night 
'^ guard to his viUage.-f Their inftitution, fays 
[^ Dapper, was very neceffary to^jrevent the noc- 
*^ turnal excurfions to feize negroes, in order to 
^^ fell them into Slavery/' Atkins fpeaking of 
Sierra Leona, fays, " The private traders are 
*^ about 30 in number, fettled on the ftarboard 
^^ fid^of the water, loofe, privateering blades, 
*^ that if they cannot trade fairly with the na- 
** tives, will rob, J Of thefe, John. Lcadftinc, 
*^ commonly called Old Cracker, is reckoned the 
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^^ mod thriving. Once, on looking oVer old 
** Cracker's Slaves, fays Atkins, I could not help 
*^ taking notice of one fellow among the reft, of 
i^ a tall, ftrong make, and bold, ftern afpeft^^ 
*^ As he imagined we were viewing them with a 
'^ defign to buy, he feemed to difdain his fellow 
*^ Slaves for their readinefs to be examined, and 
^^ as it were, * fcorned looking at us, refufing tQ 
f ^ rife, or ftretch out his limbs, as the mafter com- 
*^ manded. Which got him an unmerciful whip^ 
*' ping froni Cracker's own hand, with a cutting 
^^ Manatca ftrap, and had certainly^ kiHed him, 
'^ but for the lofs he himfelf muft fuftain by it ; 
f^ all which the negroe bore with magnanimity, 
*'/ Ihrinking very Httle, and Ihcdding a tear or 
'f two, wfcich he endeavoured to hide, as though 
*^ alhamed of. All the company gtew curi- 
*^ ous at his courage, and wanted to- know of 
^^ Cracker how he cam:e by him, who told us^ 
f^ that this fame feHoW, called Gapt, Tomba, 
V was a leader of fome country viHages thai ep* 
^« pofed them and their trade at the river Nunes/' 
In other words, refifted their kidnapping in hi$ 
diftrift. ^' The fufferers this way,"^ fays Cracker, 
^^ by the help of my men, furprifed and bound 
<^ him in the night about a maiiijfi ago, he hav- 
f ^ ing killed two in his own defence before they 
f^ could fecure him, and from thence he wa? 
<^ brought hither, and niade[ my property P^ Th? 
reader, perhaps, will be as ci^rious to kiww what 
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^^ nate enterprize, fays our author, made M. 
•^ Fond greatly fear, left he Ihould lofe all trade 
*^ with thefe people. But he managed the mat- 
*^ ter fo cleverly^, life donna tant de mouveniens, et 
*^ fit jouer tant de rejforts^ fays Labat, that he 
** madef them believe he had no hand at all in the 
*^ affair, and affured them it was a parcel of 
'^ ruffians, a fet of pirates, and banditti, who had 
'^ made this incurfion, by which their King was 
*^ loft, and their country laid wafte." — Dap- 
per fays, ^^ The Falups will not trade with the 
*^ whites, nor go on board their (hips, unlefs 
*^ they have hoftages ; * faying, that the whites , 
*^ who have come amongft them have, under pre- 
*' tence of friendjhipj carried off their countrymen.*^ 
The fame author tells us, " The King of Gui- 
** nala, which is the Biafere*s negroes, who are 
^^ upon the borders of Rio Grande, kept 50 large 
^^ dogs, with a man to each, as a kind of night 
'^ guard to his village.-f Their inftitution, fays 
*^ Dapper, was very neceffary to^jrevent the noc- 
*^ turnal excurfions to feize negroes, in order to 
^* fell them into Slavery/' Atkins fpeaking of 
Sierra Leona, fays, " The private traders are 
*^ about 30 in number, fettled on the ftarboard 
*^ fide- of the water, loofe, privateering blades, 
*^ that if they cannot trade fairly with the na- 
** tives, will rob. % Of thefe, John. Lcadftinc, 
*^ commonly called Old Cracker, is reckoned the 
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portable of all trials — when reduced ta become at 
'figure for the hand of fcorn to point his flow and 
moving finger at — an objeft for the brutal exercife 
of thofe worft and mod furious paffions which 
could alone aftuate a wretch, dead to every fpark of 
feeling, every fehtiment of virtue, every principle of 
nature, juftice, or humanity — we fee him preferving 
all dignity of heart — exhibiting a moft diftinguifhed 
magnanimity of foul — unlhaken and unmoved, 
except for a fingle moment, when he found nature 
too weak for the fortitude of his mind. — ^And yet, 
thefe are the men — ^thefe are the people; (for 
there is no fpecies of vice, injuftice, or impofition, 
however foul or grofs, to which this infernal trade 
has not given birth.) This is the race of men whom 
the Slave-dealers reprefent to the world, as but 
the middle, joining link, between our proud 

felves, and the apifti monkey clals. If fliamc 

could tinge the cheek of Tomba, how muft it 
redden ours ! We, who for the moft bafe, and vile> 
and vitious purpofeS, have fabricated a fyftem that 
armed with power fuch real favages, fuch brutilh 
Callibans as Harding and Old Cracker : — Who 
landioned the one, in calling a man of Tomba's 
noble caft— HIS PROPERTY j and enabled the 
other, to exercife the rod and knife, to fcpurga 
and fcarify him. 

. Our underftanding traces this in vain, we will 
therefore turn from it, to the more immediate ob- 
jcdtof^hcfefheets. 

A canoe 
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^^ nate enterprize, fays our author, made M. 
•^ Fond greatly fear, left he Ihould lofe all trade 
^^ with thefe people. But he managed the mat- 
*^ ter fo cleverl/i II fe donna tant de mouvemenSy et 
*^ fit jouer tant de r effort s^ fays Labat, that he 
** madef them believe he had no hand at all in the 
*^ affair, and affured them it was a parcel of 
*^ ruffians, a fet of pirates, and banditti, who had 
*^ made this incurfion, by which their King was 
*^ loft, and their country laid ^afte." — Dap- 
per fays, ^^ The Falups will not trade with the 
*^ whitesi nor go on board their (hips, unlefs 
*^ they have hoftages ; * faying, that the whites , 
"•^ who have come amongft them have, under pre- 
*' tence of friendjhtp^ carried off their countrymen.*^ 
The fame author tells us, ^' The King of Gui- 
** nala, which is the Biafere*s negroes, who are 
^^ upon the borders of Rio Grande, kept 50 large 
^^ dogs, with a man to each, as a kind of night 
'^ guard to his village.-f* Their inftitution, fays 
'/ Dapper, was very neceffary to ^jre vent the noc- 
*^ turnal excurfions to feize negroes, in order to 
^^ fell them into Slavery/^ Atkins fpeaking of 
Sierra Leona, fays, " The private traders are 
*^ about 30 in number, fettled on the ftarboard 
*^ fida- of the water, loofe, privateering blades, 
*^ that if they cannot trade fairly with the na- 
** tives, will rob, % Of thefe, John. Lcadftinc, 
*^ commonly called Old Cracker, is reckoned the 
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*' ort their wof, which they fell to the firft that 
'* comes. — Snock fays, '* that when he arrived off 
«* Cape Mifcrado, he caft anchor, but not one 
" Ncgroe coming on board, he went on fhore^ 
«* and after ftayihg a while on the ftrand,- fome 
** Negroes, fays he, came to us ;* and being dc^ 
•* firous to be informed, why they did not come 
^^ on board ? I was atifwered, that about two 
*^. months before, the Englijb had been there with - 
*^ two large veflels, and ravaged the country y de-- 
•* Jlroyed all their canoes ^ plundered their honfeSy and 
•* carried off fome of their people for Slaves ; * upon 
^* which, the remainder fled co the inland country, 
«^ where moft of them arc at prefent. He fays, he 
«^ found the inhabitants in the villages, about two' 
** miles weft, civil and good-natured people. But 
•' by reafon of the injuries which they received from 
f the Engliih, they were fo timorous, they would 
f' not venture on board any ftiip. He adds, they 
f ^ tell us they live in peace with all their neighbours^ and 
^' have no notion of any other enemy than the EngUfBy 
*' of which nation they had taken fome who were 
f ^ in danger of being facrificcd to the memory ojf 
«' their friends." 

Bofman ftates, " fome years paft, the French 
*' were accuflomed to feize all the Negroes that came 
*^ on board them, and fell them into the Wefl Indies for 
^^ Slavesy\ Barbot fays, *' It is well known that 
*^ many of the European nations trading aniongft 
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*^ thofe people, have very ufijuttly and mhumahly^' 
^'mthout any provocation, JioUn amy, from tinpie'^ 
** to time, abUnddrice of tht people, n^t only oH iW 
^* coUft, but alnrtoft eviiy tJuhere in Guinea, wh6' 
** have come oft board their fliip^ in a hamlefs ani 
*^ confiding fkann^.* Thefe, they have in great 
'^.numbei^ carriid awaf, and fold in the plantations" 
** with other Slaves they had purchafed/' Atkins* 
fays, " they leatoed that thte inland coudtry, Who^ 
*' had fuffered by the Panyars of the Cape of La^ 
^^ Hon, and Drewin 'pebple,t' had lately been d^n^-^ 
** anddefiroyedthe toivris, and the trade was then at a 
^^ ffarfdi' Alii asatAtdfa, the happy and hilmaiie' 
€ffe6b of the Slave Trade. Phillips fays, « he found* 
*^ the natives of the Qua'Qya Coaft, riioft Ihy, whicK* 
** made him fahcy they had tricks played them, hf 
** fuch blades as long Ben, alias Aviery, who Had 
^^ fcized them and carried them away." J AtCaba 
Cat-fo, the fadtory have, every now and then, 
Atkins relates, " a large demand for fait, made antl^ 
*^ brought hither from Acra. The fale appears 
'Mike a fair in the caftle, ahd many ofthe Ne- 
" gf6esj whofc ivory and gold would not purchafe 
" half a' bufhel,§ I was told, had travelled fome 
"hundred miles: they chufing to go' in bodies' 
" when feed time is over, as a better proteftion' 
*' from wild bealb, oHd tifiir 7vtldef country meni 
" who '^^^ frequently make incurfions from f^eral' 
^' parts of the Coaft, and feizethtfni for Slaves, 
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^^'Whcn few and dcfencdefs." Atkins likewf^ 
fays; <' the ^thfulnefs of the Gold Coaft Negfx>^ 
'* towards us, arifcs from our forts : and from iheir 
^^ Ufnvarrant^le praSices with fheir neighbours; 
** who J iy Fdnyars^* and cheating for our good, are 
^^become perpetual enemies y and fixed them by in- 
*' tereft and Necessity ours.'* In other words, 
we having corrupted them, till thejr arc beonne 
as unprincipled afid wicked as ourfelves, have 
draWn doWn upon them die utter detefkckm and 
reientnientcffaU thek-ooufntrymen. 

Bofman acquaints us^ ^^ that the inhabitants of 
•* Coto upon the Slave Coaft, depend upon the 
** Slave TradCi for their moft advantageous trade is 
*^ taking a journey inland, andjealing w^»/'f-— And 
yet all the advocates for this Trade tell you, that 
they can give no account how the inland people 
become Slaves. Bofman vtd6s, '^ it is the bed 
**part of tlieir fubfiftence :"•— and Barbot and 
Marchairs confirm this. 

. A little farther, Bofman fays, J " the inhabitants of 
♦' Popo, as well a^ thofe of Coto, depend on plunder 
^oHdthc Slave Trade, in both of which they very 
^ tiiuch exceed the latter ; for being endowed with 
•^ a much larger (hare of courage, they rob more 
♦< fuecefsfuUy, and eonfequently by that means increafi 
'^ their Trade, notwithfianding aU, which ^ to freight 
*^ a Jhip with Slaves, requires fome months attenr 
«* tendance."— What would be the cafe, then^ was 
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the fupply only from priibners of war and cri« 
minals ? ^ 

^^ In the year 1697/* fays Bofman^ " in three 
^* days time, I could get but three Slaves* But 
^* they aflured me, that if 1 would have patience 
** for other three days only, they fhould be able to 
** deliver me one or two hundred/'-^AU of then^ 
I fuppofe, Mr, Norris would have ende^vQurcd to 
have proved to us were convicts, African felon$, 
and that Bofman niuft have arrived juft alxHit the 
time of their circuit, from the dealers fpeaking fo 
confidenriy. *' I would not wait for them/* fays 
Bofman, *^ but failed to Fida, where I was ii^form* 
*' ed^ that their incurfion%''^r^'^\iv^ word . would 
have a litde interrupted Mn N/s iiigenious e}q>kr 
nation — **fucceeded fo well, that they returned 
^* with above 200 Slaves, whom tbpy fold to th^ 
^' Portuguefe/' 

In the moft plain s^ld direft terms we have her? 
fully decribed to us the true nature of this trade, 
the common ai^d yfual courfe of it, the regular an4 
accuftomcd mode of fupplyingthe fliipSj^ not given 
us by a chance trader, not related by aq unexp^r 
rienced officer or dealer — but proceeding from aQ 
authority, acknowledged to be the very beft upon 
Africa fubjc6ts5 as well in every thing that relates 
^ the country, as to the commerce held with it by 
the Europeans, It is delivered down to us as the 
cftablifhed^ intelligjent, correfted, fentiments, opi- 
nions, and l^owledge, of a manj^. >|irbo was cb\4^ 
fs^^or, and refided 14 years in puinea : who tells 
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us^ there were fcarce any placQS upon the Ct^ft^ 
where he did not ftay for fome time ; and .that he 
^oke from experience ; and he adds farther, he's 
well afTured^ that at leaft no man (hall fix i^nyfalfi^ 
ioad upon him. His ihip connes upon theCqaft, 
^ in three days time he gets but »s many flavcs— rhc 
grows impatient, they befeech him to wait only 
three days more, and they will enfure him a cargo. 
•They appear to have kept their word. If I could 
believe it poffible that there could be a finglc 
perfon in this ifland, who would really hold himfdf 
tjp as a ferious and profefled advocate for this 
Trade — -I would beg leave to aflc him, from what 
particular fource of fupply he really thought,.thefe 
^oo men w^re drawn in the courfe of three days ? 
Were they prifoners of war whom Mr. N. has told 
^s, ?n order to roufe fpecuUtively, that compaffion 
'knd humanity in our breafts in Europe, which 
praftically had no operation in his pwn, in Africa ? 
Were they, 1 fay, prifoners of war, whom jthat 
gentleman affirmed, would inevitably be put to 
3cath ? Or were they felons — whom the fame 
gentleman aflures us the Africans declare itjuft 
a;hd fair to difpofc of according to their own efta- 

blilhed laws and cuftoms ? Out upon it, out 

upon it, the whole is a fcene of mockery, felfehood, 
aiid infamy. — The Trade was in Bofman's time, 
and is now carried on upon the very fame principles, 
.as thofe upon which the Portuguefe began it.-— 
"What yyas a^ed one day at Popp, is afted cvcrf 

day 
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^^ nate enterprize, fays our author, made M. 
•^ Fond greatly fear, left he Ihould lofe all trade 
*^ with thefe people. But he managed the mat- 
^^ ter fo cleverly^, life donna tant de mouvemns, et 

^^ fi^ P^^^ ^^^^ ^ ^df^^^^f f^ys Labat, that he 
*^ madef them believe he had no hand at all in the 
*^ affair, and affured them it was a parcel of 
*^ ruffians, a fet of pirates, and banditti, who had 
*^ made this incurfion, by which their King was 
*^ loft, and their country laid wafte/' — Dap- 
per fays, ^^ The Falups will not trade with the 
*^ whites, nor go on board their (hips, unlefs 
*^ they have hoftages ; * faying, that the whites , 
"•^ who have come amongft them have, under pre- 
^' fence offriendjhipj carried off^txt countrymen/' 
The fame author tells us, ^^ The King of Gui- 
** nala, which is the Biafere's negroes, who are 
^^ upon the borders of Rio Grande, kept 50 large 
^* dogs, with a man to each, as a kind of night 
^^ guard to his village.-f* Their inftitution, fays 
*^ Dapper, was very neceffary to^jrevent the noc- 
*^ turnal excurfions to fcize negroes, in order to 
^^ fell them into Slavery/^ Atkins fpeaking of 
Sierra Leona, fays, *^ The private traders are 
*^ about 30 in number, fettled on the ftarboard 
^^ fid^ of the water, loofe, privateering blades, 
*^ that if they cannot trade fairly with th*e na- 
** tives, will rob. % Of thefe, John. Lcadftinc, 
*^ commonly called Old Cracker, is reckoned the 
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If this body, this mafs of ancient and modem 
tcftimony, can poflibly be fuppofcd by any man 
to require either confirmation^ or added weig^ 
and flrength^ he has both in the fuUeft maa« 
ner poffible^ in the fev^ral Reports of the Com- 
mittees of Privy C<4m^'#Ml >{:}jqjM£e of Com- 
mons; but which, as^.lltey^fji^iviYS'l^ 
fo much in every perTqp^s. h^jid, who has^ ^ 
flowed any thought upon (he^^bjefl^ it is con* 
ceivcd the lefs neceffary to extraft much from 
them on the prefent occafion. But there is a 
teftimony — the teftimony of one of the moft 
able^ the moft enlightened charaders among 
the many that happily refide in the Weft In- 
dies, which it is utterly impofliblc^ whilft we 
give it our applaufe in one point of view, 
not to give it alfo our comment m another. 
Every man muft be aware, that I allude to the 
valuable teftimony of Mr. Edwards, as convey- 
ed in the fpeech he made at a free conference 
between the Council and the Affembly of Ja- 
maica. No words can be more full, more direft 
than Mr. Edwards's are ; it is not poflible to go 
beyond them. They contain not only the fuUeft 
admiffion of every thing that has been charged 
againft this Trade, by thofe whofe abhorrence 
of its iniquitous and cruel praftices made them 
the Iqudeft-in their clamours for its abolition; 
•but every thing he fays to this point k replete 
^ith convidion. Mr, Edwards's words are,—* 



He is perfuaded that Mn Wilberforcc fias 
been very rightly informed as to the manner iit 
which Slaves arc generally procured. His (Mr. 
E/s) information arifes from his own Negroes, who 
abundantly confirm^ he aiTures \is, Mr. W^'s ac- 
count. They haVe not left, he tells us, xhtjha- 
dow of a douht upoo his own mind, that the effe^s 
of this trade txs^ret^tyfitok as Mr. W. reprefents 
tttfem ta 1m>-4 genet a Jlstne of opprejfion^ fraud, 
fnachery^ and ^/iwrf—^AXimpHELD by the Slave 
Trai>e — That the whole of that immenfe con- 
tinent is afield of warfare and defolation-^z wilder- 
nefs in which the inhabitants are wolves to each 
other, tie dare ndt difpute it* And Mr. £. fur- 
ther afferts, that every man may be convinced that 
it is fo, who will inquire of any African Negroes^ 
Oft their firjt arrival^ concerning the circumftanccs 
of their captivity ; and he declares, that the af- 
fSrtion ^' that a great many of thsfe are criminals 
*^ and conviBsj' — is mockery and infult. He has 
therefore no hejttation to affirm^ that the Slave Tirade 
oudHT to be relinquijhedt other European nations 
concurring it. In fuch cafe, fays Mr. Edwards, 
in the fuUnefs of his juft ^nd generous heart, t 
Ihall exclaim, whatever we may {uffer— vFitf/^ Juf- 
titta! 

He tdlls us, there was a time indeed, he would 
have exckirriefd this,, without any coridition-H-but 
fuller inquiry, he fays, has correfted his notidrts^ 
I think the phrafe would have been more genxum^* 

■to 



to the matter, bad He Taid— that ah addidon c# 
years, which unfortunately too c^en bring wMt- 
diem a blunting quality upon all the finer fedihgar' 
cf our nature—^that drcumftances — ^and' rtiore' 
familiarity with the fcenes around him, hird given' 
his fcntiments a different caft. For what fuller 
inquiry to this point could Mr. Edwards poffibly 
make, than what he tells he had done among his: 
own Negroes! — What ftronger cffefts could in- 
quiry poffibly i»oduce, thian workihg that veYy 
conviftion which he affirms to us it has done upoii 
his own mind ; and muft, he fays, upon the mind ' 
oi every man that will inquire ? and to fuch a 
degree has it done foupon his own, thathe'darc 
not difpute any of thofe fcenes of oppreffion> 
fraud, treachery, and blood, OH which the Slave 
Trade is declared to be founded. Can any man, 
with this full and broad conviction on his mind, 
in a matter of fo momentous a nature, under any 
drcumftances whatever, hefitate one moment to 
fay, fuch guilt, fuch enormous irtiquity, muft 
ceafe ? fuch grofs, fuch horrible deflxuftion and 
havock muft be at an end ? That a traffic fo 
foul, fo deteftable, fo inhuman in all its princi- 
ples and nature as the Slave Trade ftands fliUy 
proved to be, muft be utterly aboliftied for ever ? 
With fuch eftabliftied conviftion on his mind, 
would not any man inceflantly implore — weary^ 
even the governing powers of the country, till; 
tliey authoritatively pronounced— F/j/ Jufiitia-^ 

But 



